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INDICTMENT 

The United States of America, by the undersigned Telftm;J 
Taylor, Chief of Counsel for War Crimes, duly appointed to 
represent said Government in the prosecution of war criminals, 
charges that the defendants herein committed Crimes against 
Peace, War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity, and parti-
cipated in a common plan and conspiracy to commit Crimes 
agairtst Peace, all as defined in Control Council Law No. 10, duly 
enacted by the Allied Control Council on 20 December 1945. These 
crimes included planning, preparing, initiating and waging of 
wars of aggression and invasions of other countries, as a result 
of which incalculable destruction was wrought throughout the 
world, millions of people were killed, and many millions more 
suffered and are still suffering; deportation to slave labor of 
members of the civilian popuIation of the invaded countries and 
the enslavement, mistreatment, torLure and murder of millions 
j)f persons, inCluding German nationals as well as foreign na-
ti9nals; plunder and spoliation of puMic and private property 
in the invaded countries pursuant to deliberate plans and poli-
cies intended not only to  Germany in launching its 
invaslions and waging iLs aggressive wars, buL al'so to secure the 
permanent domination by Germany of the continent of Europe; 
and other grave crimes set forth in this Indictment. 

The persons accused as guilty of these crimes and accordingly 
named as defendants in this case are: ' 

ERNST VON WEIZSAECKER-Statc Secretary (SlaaLs-
sekretaer) of the German Foreign Office  'Aml) 
from 1938 Lo 1943; Ministerial Director (Ministerialdirektor) 'and 
Chief of the Political Division of the German Foreign Office 
(Leiter ,der Politischen Abteilung des AuswaerLigen AmLs) from 
1936 to 1938; German Ambassador (Deutscher Botschafter) to 
the Vatican from 1943 to 1945; Brigadier General (Brigadefueh-
rer) of the Schutzstaffel del' Nationalsozialistilschen Deutschen 
Arbeiterpartei (commonly known as the "SS"); member of the 
Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Al'beiterpartei (commonly known 
as the "NSDAP"). 

GUSTAV ADOLF STEENGRACHT VON MaYLAND-State 
secretary (Staatssekrctaer) of the German Foreign Office (Aus-
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waertiges Amt) from 1943 to 1945; member of the German For,,; 
eigri Minister's personal staff from 1940 to 1943; Deputy Chief 
Adjutant (Stellvertretender Chefadjutant) of the German For-
eigA Minister and Minister First Class (Gesandter Erster Klasse) 
from 1941 to 1943; Brigadier General (Brigadefuehl'er) of the 

 .del' NSDAP (commonly known as the "SA"); 
member of the NSDAP. 

WILHELM KEPPLER-State Secretary for Special Assign·· 
ments (Staatssekretaer zur besonderen Verwendung) in the Ger-
man Foreign Office (Auswaertiges Amt) from 1938 to 1945; eco-
nomic advisor (W'irtschaHsbemter) to Adolf Hitler from 1932 to 
1938; special German representative for Austl'ian affairs (Deut-
scher Sondervertreter fuel' Oesterreichische Angelegeriheiten), 
1938; Reich Commissioner (Reichskommissar) for Austria, 1938; 
special German representative for Slovakian affair.s (Deutscher 
Sondervertreter fuel' Slowakische Angelegel1'heiten), 1939; speoial 
commissioner (Sonderbeauftragter) 'for German war  
1934; general expert for German raw materials in the Four Year 
Plan, (Sachverstaendiger fuerrulle Fragen del' Deutschen Rohstoff-
versorgung im Rahmen des Vierjahresplanes), 1936; Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman, and member of the Aufsichtsrat of industrial and 
C!ther enterprises owned by or connected with t'he German Reich, 
including the Kontinentale Oel A.G., Berlin, Deutsche Umsied-
lungs-Treuhandgesellschaft, Berlin; memIier of the  
Lieutenant General (Obergruppenfuehrer) of the SS; a founder 
and member of the "Circle of Friends" of Himmler; member of 
the Leadership Corp's and ,holder of the Golden Party Badge of 
the NSDAP. 

ERNST WILHELM BOHLE-Chief of the Foreign Or,qaniza-
tion (Auslandsorganisation) of the NSDAP Ccommonly known as 
"AD;') from 1933 to 1945; State Secretary and Chief of the For-
eign O"rganization in the German Foreign (Staatssekretaer and 
Chef del' Auslandsorganisation im Auswaertigen Amt) from 1937 
to 1941; member of the Reichstag; Lieutenant General (Obergrup-
penfuehrer) of the SS; Gau Leader (Gauleiter) and holder of the 
Golden Party Badge of the NSDAP. 

ERNST WOERMANN-Ministerial Director ana Chief of the 
Political Division of the German Foreign Office (Ministerial-
direktor and Leiter del' Politischen Abteilung des Auswaertigen 
Amts) with the rank of Under State Secretary (Unterstaatssekre-
taer) from 1938 to 1943; German Ambassador in Nanking, China 
from 1943 to 1945; Senior Counsellor of Legation (Vortragender 
Legafionsrat) and Chief of the International Law Section in the 
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Legal DivIsion of the German ForeIgn Office (LeIter des Voelker-
reohts-Referats del' Rechtsabteilung des Deutschen Auswaertigen 
Amts) "from 1932 to 1935; Chief of the European Section (Leiter 
des Europa-Referats) of the Political Division and Minister First 
Class (Gesandter Erster Klrusse) of the German Foreign Office in 
1936; Counsellor of Embassy (Botschaflsrat) at the German Em::' 
bassy, London, from 1936 to 1938; Senior Colonel (Oberfuehrer) 
of the SS; member of t11e NSDAP. 

KARL RITTER--Ambassador for Special Assignments (Bot..;. 
schafter zur besonderen Verwendung) in the German Foreign 
Office from 1939 to 1945; Liaison Officer (Verbindungsmann) be-
tween the German Foreign Minister and the Chief of the High 
Command of the German Armed Forces (OKW); German Am-
bassador (Deutscher Botschafter) to Brazil from 1937 to 1938; 
member of the NSDAP. . 

OTTO VON ERDMANNSDORFF-Ministerial Dirigent (Mini-
sterialdirigent) and Deputy to the Chief (Stellvertretender Leiter) 
of the Political Division of the German Foreign Office from 1941 
to 1943; German Minister (Deutscher Gesandter) to Hungary from 
1937 to 1941; member of the NSDAP. 

EDMUND VEESENMAYER-German lVI,inister and PleJii.., 
potentiary of the Reich (Bevollmaechtigter des Reichs) in HUngary 
from 1944 to 1945; attached for special assignments to the German 
Foreign Office from 1939 to 1944; Brigadier General (Brigade-
fuehrer) of the SS; member of the NSDAP. 

HANS HEINRICH LAMMERS-Reich Minister and Chief ot 
the Reich Chancellery (Reichsminister und Chef del'  
lei) from 1937 to 1945; member of the Reich Cabinet from 1937 
to 1945; State Secretary (Staatssekretfler) in the Reich Chancel-:-
lery in 1933; State Secretary and Chief of the Reich Chancellery 
(Staatssekretaer und Chef del' Reichskanzlei) from 1934 to 1937; 
member and executive secretary of the Secret Cabinet Council 
(Gesohaeftsfuehrendes Mitglied des Geheimen Kabinettsrates); 
executive member of Ministerial Council for the Defenses of the 
Reich (Geschaeftsfuchrenaes Mitglied des Ministerrats fuel' die 
Reichsverteidigung); Lieutenant General (Obergruppenfuehrer) of 
the SS; member and holder of the Golden Party Badge of the 
NSDAP. 

WILHELM STUCKART-State Secretary (Staatssekretaer)· in 
the Reich Ministry of the Interior (Reichsministeriuui des Innern) 
from 1935 to 1945; ChIef of the Central Bureau in the Reich Min-
istry of the Interior for the Incorporation of Austria (Leiter del' 
Zentralstelle im Reichsministerium des Innern zur Durcnfuehrung 
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cler Wi:edertereihigung Oesterreichs mit dern Deutschen Reich), 
1938, "for the incorporation of the Sudeten Territory (fuer die 
Ueberle:itung del' sudeten-deutschen Gebiete), 1938, for Bohemia 
and Moravia (fuel' das Protektorat Boehmen und Maehren), 1939, 
for Alsace, Lorraine, and Luxembourg (fuel' Elsafi, Lothringen und 
Luxembouvg), 1940, for Norway (fuel' Norwegen), 1941, and for 
the occupied Southeastern Terdlories (fuel' die besetzten Sued-
Ost-:9'ebiete), 1941; member of the Ministerial Council for the 
Defense of the Reich (Ministerrat fuel' die Reichsvertei:digung) 
Staff Leader (Stabsleiter) of the General Plenipotentiary for the 
Administration of the R,eich (Gyneralbevollmaechtigter fuel' die 
Reichsverwaltung), 1939; member of General Council for Four 
Year Plan (Generalrat fuel' den Vierjahresplan); appointed Reich 
Minis1er of the Interior (Reichsminister des Innem), May 1945; 
Lieutenant General (Obergmppenfuehrer) of the SS; member and 
!J.6lder of the Golden Pa,rty Badge of the NSDAP. 

/ RICHARD WALTHER DARRE-Reich Minister for Food and 
Agriculture (Reichsminister fuel' Emaehrung und Landwirlschaft) 
from 1933 to 1945; Reich Peasant Leader (Reichshauernfuehrer) 
from 1933 to 1945; Head of the Reich Food Estate (Reichsnaehr-
stand) from 1934 to 1945; Reich Leader of the Reich Office for 
Agrarian Policies (Reichsleiter des Reichsamtes fuel' Agralpolitik) 
i'n. the NSDAP from 1933 to 1942; Chief of the Race and Set-
tlement Main Office (Leiter des Rasse- und Siedlungshauptamts 
of the SS) from 1931 to 1938; Prussian Minister of Agriculture 
(PreufiisClher Landwirtschaftsminister) from 1933 to 1942; member 
of the Reicnstag from 1932 to 1945; member of the Prussian State 
Council (Preufiisoher Staatsrat) from 1933 to 1945; President of the 
Supreme Hereditary Farm Court (Vorsitzender des Reichserbhof-
gerichtes) from 1933 to 1942; Lieutenant General (Obergruppen-
fuehrer) of the SS; Reichsleiter and holder of the Golden Party 
Badge of the NSDAP. 

OTTO MEISSNER-Chief of the Presidential Chancellery (Chef 
del' Praesidialkanzlei) from 1934 to 1945; State Minister with the 
rank of Reich Minister (Staatsminister mit dem Rang eines 
Reichsn1inisters) without portfolio, from 1937 to 1945; member and 
holder of the Golden Party Badge of the NSDAP. 

OTTO DIETRICH-State Secretary in the Reich Ministry of 
Public Enlightenment and Propaganda (Staatssekretaer im Reichs-
ministeriulID fuel' Volksa:uf.ldaenmg und Propaganda) from 1937 
to 1945; Press Chief of the Reich Government (Pressechef del' 
Reichsregierung) from 1937 to 1945; Reich Press Chief of the 
NSDAP (Reichspressechef del' NSDAP) from 1932 to 19.45; Chief 
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of the Reich Press Office of the NSDAP (Leiter del' Pressestelle 
bei del' Reichsleitung del' NSDAP) from 1934 to 1945; Hitler's press 
consultant and member of Hitler's personal staff (Pressenach-
richtenreferent und Angehoeriger des persoenlichen Stabes HitL 

lers) from 1933 to 1945; ChairlIlan of the Reich League of the 
German Press (Reichsverband del' Deutschen Presse) from 1933 
to 1934; Vice President of the Reich Press Chamber .(Reichs-
preSISekammer) from 1934 to 1945; member of the Reiohstag from 
1936 to 1945; member of the Reich Culture Senate (Reichskultur-
senat) from 1934 to 1945; Lieutenant General (Obergruppenfueh-
rer) of the SS, Reichsleiter and holder of the Golden Party Badge 
of the NSDAP. 

GOTTLOB BERGER-Lieutenant General (Obergmppenfueh-
rer) of the SS and Lieutenant General (General) in the Waffen 
SS; Chief of the 5S Main Office (SS Hauptamt) from 1940 to 
1945; Liaison Officer (Verbindungsoffizier) between the Reichs-
fuehrer SS and the Reich Minister for the Occupied Eastern Ter-
ritories (Reichsminister fuer die besetzten Ostgebiete) from 1941 
to 1945, Chief of the Political Directing Staff (Chef des politischen 
Fuehrungsstabs) of the Reioh Ministrv for the Occupied Eastern 
Territories fuel' die besetzfen Ostgebiete) from 
1943 to 1945; Supreme Militarv \'ommander (Militaerischer Ober-
befehlshaher) in Slovakia in 1944: r.hief of PosfJal f..ensorshin of 
the German Postal Servil'.e  aer Dput-
schen ReichSno<;t) from 1942 to 1945: f:hip.f of Prisoner of War 
Affairs from 1944 to 1945: mel1loer of f,he n"jdlstag; member and 
holder of the Golden Part" Badge of the NSDAP. 

W ALTFR General (Brhradeflleh-
reI') of the SS  Brigadier General (Generalmaior)in thp. 'Wttffen 
SS :nid Poli"e: rhi"f of fhe cnmhinprl "ivi! rmn rnilitarv inte1li!!p.nce 
service of the flST-lA from 1944 fo HW'· r.Mef nf t>hP. For"ign Tntel-
lip'en"e n"rj"inn fAmt VT) of th" RSHA fr()TYl 194.1 to Hl44: Sf>I'.tion 
Chipf of AMT TV'R nf th" RSl-T A frolT1  to 1941: Sedion Chief 
(Amts,.hpf) of the Si,.h"...hpltsnipnst nes 'Rpj,.hc::f llphrerS SS (com-
monJv known  the "SD") mP'J1lhf>r of the NSDAP. 

LTTTZ Sf:FfWFRTJ\T VON KROSTGK-Rejl'h Minister of  
(Reichsminister del'  from 1932 to 1945; appointed Reich 
Minisfer for Foreign Affairs (Reichsminisfer de'S Auswaertigen) in 

 H145; member and holder of the Golden Party Badge of the 
NSDAP. 

EMTL  of the Board of Dirp.etnrs of thp-  
bank (RPjjl'hsh:mkdirektor'i l1m) from 193!'i to 1945: Vice President 
of the Reichsbank from 1939 to 1945;  of the  
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tungsrat of the Reichskreditkassen fromi935 to 1945; meinberof 
the Venvaltungsrat of the Verrechnungskasse 'from 1935 to 1939; 
mem 'of the Aufsichtsrat of the Deutsche Golddiskontbank from 
193 to 1945; niember of the NSDAP: 

KARL RASCHE-Member, later Speaker, of the Vorstand of 
the Dresdner Bank from 1935 to 1945; Chairman of the Verwal-
tungsrat of the Boehniische E'Scompte Bank, Prague (commonly 
known as the "BEB") from 1939 to 1945; Chairman of the Ver-

,  of the Poldihuetie A,G." Kladno-Prague; from '1939 
to 1942; member of the Aufsichtsrat of the Laenderbank, Vienna, 
from 1939 to 1945, of the Sudetenlaendische Bergbau A.G., Bmo, 
'from 1939 to 1945, of the Kontinentale Oel A.G., from 1940 to 
1945; member of the Verwaltungsrat ,of the Bruenner Waffen-
werke A.G., Bmo, from 1939 to 1945, and of the A.G.. Vormals 
Skoda Werke, Prague, froni 1939 to 1945; member ofl the Bierat 
of the Witkowitzer Bergbau und Eisenhutlen Gewerkschaft from 

, 1940 to 1945; and member of the supervisory boards of other in-
dustrial firms and enterprises; Lieutenant C.olonel (Ob:2rs!m;m-
bannfuehrer) of the SS; member of the "Circle 'of Friends" of 
Him 'er; member of tlie NSDAP. ' , 

AULKOERNER-Permanent Depuly of Goering as General 
. lenipotentiary of the Four Year Plan (Beauftragter' fuel' den 

Vierjahresplan) and Chief of the Office of the Four Year Plan 
from"1936 to 1945;- Chainnan of the General Council' (Generalrai) 
for',the Four Year Plan from '1939 to 19,1,2; membe'r of the Central 
Planning Board (Zentrale Planung) fmril 1942' to 1945;' State 
Secretary to the General Plenipotenliary for the Four Year Plan 
from 1936 to 1945 and of the Prussian State Ministry from 1933 
to 1945 (Staatssekrefcaer ,des Beauftragten fuel' den Vierjahres-
plan des Preu13ischen Staatsministeriums); Deputy Head of the 
Economic Executive Staff, East (Wirtschaftsfuehrungsstab Ost) 
from 1941 to 1945; Chairman of nhe Verwaltungsrat of the Herg-
undHuettenwerke""bst GmbH (commonly abbrev,iated BHO) from 
1941 to 1943; Chairman of, the Aufsichtsratof the Reichswerke 

,A.G. "Hermann, Goering" from 1937 to 1942; Chairman of the 
Aufsichtsrat of Reichswerke A.G. fuel' Erzbergbau und .Eisen-
huette'll "Herlllann Goering" from J937 to 1942; Chairman of the 
Aufsic;}jtsrat of ,the Reichswerke A.G. fuer Berg- und ,Huetten-
betriebe "Hermann Goering" fro,m 1940 to 1942; and member of 
tile supervisorv b9'Urds of other industrial firms andenierpris.es; 
member'Mihe Reichst'ag in 1933 'and from 1936 to 1945; member 

"of thePrussian State Council (PreuGischer Staatsraf) from 1938 
. to niti1-5;"Lieufena'rif Gene'ra].  ;of the SS; 
member and holder of the Golden Party Badge of the NSDAP. 



 PLEIGER-Chairman of tIie Reich Associ'ation for Coal 
,(Reichsvereinigung Kohle) from 1941 to 1945; Reich Commissioner 
(Heichsbeauftragter) for Coal in the occupied, annexed, arid in-
corporated territories from 1942 to 1945; Manager from 1941· to 
1943, and thereafter until 1945, Chairll,lan of the Verwaltungs-
rat of the Berg- und Huettenwerke Ost GmbH (BHO); Active 
head and dominating influence from 1937 to 1945 in the large 
group of industrial enterprises including coal and iron mines, 
steel producing and finishing plants and armament factories, 
sometimes collectively referred to herein as the "Hermann 
Goering Works"; Chairman of'the Vorstand of the Reichswerke 
A.G. fuer Erzbergbau and Eisenhuetten "Hermann Goering", Ber-
lin, from 1938 to 1945, and also Chairman of the same enterprise 
from 1942 to 1945; Chairman of the Vorstand of the Reichswerke 
A.G. fuer Berg- und Huettenbetriebe "Hermann Goering" from 
1941 to 1945, and Chairman of the Aufsichtsrat of tIle same enter-
prise from 1942 to 1945; member of the Vorstand of the A.G. 
Reichswerke "Hermann Goering", Berlin, from 1939 to 1940; mem-
ber of the  and Vorstand of other industrial firms 
and enterprises; member of the Prussian State Council (Preu-
Bischer Staatsrat) from 1943 to 1945; memner of the Armament 
Council; Gau Economic Advisor for Gau Westfalen-Sued; Mil-
itary Economy Leader (Wehrwirtschaftsfuehrer); member and 
holder of the Golden Party Badge of the NSDAP. 
;. )'IANS KEHRL-Chief of the Planning Office (Planungsamt)
of the Central Planning Board (Zentrale Planung) from 1943 to 
1945; Chief of the Planning Office of tne Reich Ministry for 
Armaments and 'Var Production (Reichsministerium fuer Rue-
stung und Kriegsproduktion) from 1943 to 1945; Chief of the 
Office of Raw Materials (Rohstoffamt) in the Reich Ministry of 
Armaments and War Production from 1943 to 1945; Consultant 
for Special Questions in the Economics Ministry from 1938 to 
1942; Chief of the Textile Division of 'c!he Economics Ministry 
from 1938 to 1942; Chief of Section IV/Z in Office for German 
Raw Materials and Synthetics of. the Four Year Plan (Amt fuer 
Deutsche Roh- und "Werkstoffe" innerhalb des Vierjahre,;planes) 
from 1936 to 1938. member of the Beirat of the Deutsche Umsied-
lungs-TreuhandgeseHschaft from 1940 to 1943; Chaimlan of the 
VerwaITungsrat of the Ostfaser GmbH from 1941 to 1945; member 
of the Aufsichtsrat of numerous corporations including: Reichs-
werke kG. "Hermann Goering" from 1940 -to f945. Sudetenlaen-
dische Bergbau A.G. from 1940 to 1945. and Sudetenlaendische 
TreiEstoff A.G. from 1940 to 1945: President of tIie CFwmber of 
Industry and Commerce of Niederlausitz from 1934 to I942; mem-
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ber of the "Circle of Friends" of Rimmler from 1942 to 1945; 
Brigadier General (Brigadefuehrer) of the SS; Gau Economic 
Advisor of the NSDAP (Gauwirtschaftsber:ater) for the Gau Bran-
denburg from 1933 to 1938; Military Economy Leader (Wehrwirt-
schaftsfuehrer); member of the NSDAP. 

/  
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"COUNT ONE 

PLANNING, PREPARATION, INITIATION AND WAGING 
OF WARS OF AGGRESSION ANDINVASIONS OF OTHER 

f COUNTRIES· , 

STATEMENT OF THE OFFENSE 

t. TIle defendants WEIZSAECKER, KEPPLER, BOHLE, 
WOERMANN, RITTER, ERDMAN NS.vORFF, VEESENMAYER, 
LAMMERS, STUCKART, DARRE, MEiSSNER, DIETRICH, 
BERGER, SCHELLENBERG, SCHWERIN-KROSIGK, KOERNER 
and PLEIGER, with divers other persons, during a pedod of 
years  8 May 1945, committed Crimes against Peace as 
defined in Article II of Control Council !-aw No. 10, in that they 
participated in the initiation of invasions of other countries and 
wars of aggression in violation of international laws and treaties, 
including but not" limited to planning, preparation, initiation and 
waging of wars of aggression, and wars in v'iolation of inter-
national treaties, agreements and assurances. The defendants held 
high political, military and civil positions and high positions in 

. the financial, mdustrial and economic life of Germany and com-
mitted Grimes against Peace in that they were principals in, 
accessories to, ordered, abetted, took a consenting part in, were 
connected with plans. and enterprises involving, and were mem-

. bel'S of organizations and groups connected with, the commission 
of Crimes against Peace. 

2. The invasions and wars referred to and the dates of their 
initiation were as follows: Austria, 12 March 1938; Czechoslovakia, 
1 October 1938 and 15 March 1939; Poland, 1 September 1939; 
the United Kingdom and France, 3 September 1939; Denmark 
and Norway, 9 April 1940; Belgium, the Netherlands and Luxem-
bourg, 10 May 1940; Yugoslavia and Greece, 6 April 1941; the 
Union of Soviet .Socialist Republics, 22 June 1941; and the United 
States of America, 11 December 1941. . 

3. In these invasions and wars, many millions of people were 
murdered, tortured, starved, enslaved and robbed; countless num-
btl'S became diseased; millions of homes were left in ruins; 
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tremendous industrial capacity necessary to maintain the standard 
of living ot peoples all over the world was destroyed; agricultural 
land capable of feeding millions of people was laid in waste; 
and a large part of the world was left in political andE.f,onomic 
chaos. The lives and happiness of all peoples of the world were 
adversely affected as the result of these invasions and wars of 
aggression. 

4. In 1921 Adolf Hitler became the supreme leader or Fuehrer 
Qf the National Socialist German Workers Party,  known as 
the Nazi Party. The main points of the Nazi Party Program, 
\vhich remained unaltered until the party'sdissolution in 1945, 
'were to abrogate and overthrow the Treaties of Versailles and 
Saint Germain, and reconstitute the vVehrmacht; to acquire ter-
ritories lost by Germany as 'the result of World War I; to acquire 
all other territories in Europe assertedl)' occupied by "racial  
mans"; and to acquire such other territories in the world as might 
be "needed" by the Germans for "Lebensmum". The Nazis pro-
claimed that persons of "German blood" were a "master race" and 
were entitled to: subjugate, dominate, and exterminate other·. 
"races" and peoples, and that war was a noble and necessary 
German activity. The NaZIS proposed to achieve their ends.by 
any means deemed opportune, jncluding resort to force and ag-
gressive war. The policies and program of the Nazi Party were 
continually and publicly reiterated and were matters of common 
knowledge. 

5. On 30 January 1933, Hitler was appointed Chancellor of the 
Reich by President von Hindenburg. The defendants  
LAMMERS, KEPPLER and DIETRICH were active participants· 
in Hitler's seizurc of power, in that they marshalled the financial, 
political, psychological, and propaganda support necessary for its •. 
succcS's. On the day of his rrppo:ntment as Chancellor, Hitler held 
his first Cabinet meeting, at which the defendant SCHWERIN-
KROSIGK was present. On 27 February 1933:  Reichstag build-
ing in Berlin was set on fire. This was used by Hitler and his P 

Cabinet members as a pretext for the immediate issuance of q 
decree suspending the constitutional guarantees. 

6. The NSDAP thereafter proceeded to extend its l<:J.ominion 
over every phase of German ,life. Other political parties were 
persecuted, many of their members were arrested and thrown into. 
concentration camps, and eventually all other parties were out-
lawed by the law of 14 July 1933,' which declared the NSDAP 
to be the only legal party in Germany. The defendants LAM-
MERS, MEISSNER, and DIETRICH cloaked these activities with 
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{i semhiance of iegaiity by SPUrlOUS proced'urai technIques, and 
the "property, and assets of the dissolved parties were confiscated 
and the' proceeds were seized' by the defendant' SCHWERIN'-
KROSIGK on behalf of the Reioh Treasury. In order  
complete and centralized control of the machinery of the German 
Government iJ;l the hands of the leaders of' the Third Reich, a 
series of laws and decrees were passed aholishing representative 
assemblies and autonomous reg-ionrul and local governments 
throughout, Germany. These administrative measures were  
ordinated, by the defendant LAMMERS, and the defendant 
DIETRICH directed and controlled the' use of press and prop"'" 
aganda organs to crush the development of any opposing polit-: 
ical opinion. The Government then proceeded to secure control 
of the Civil Service, the Judiciary, and the educational system, 
by the persecution and dismissal of civil servants, judges, and, 
educators for political or radal reasons. The 'defendant LAM'-
MERS, coordinated these measures adminis,tratively, the l1eoessary 
fiscal regulations to effect this reorganization were provided by 
the defendant SCHWERIN-KROSIGK" and the defendant 
STUCKART participated in the dismissal of politically and ra-
cially "undesirable" officials in -the universities and schools 
throughout Germany. The defendant MEISSNER participated in 
the granting of pardons to criminal members of the Party who 
had been senten  for proved offenses by judges not yet con-
trolled or purged 9Y the p.arty. The defendant DIETRICH issued 
through NSDAP press channels propaganda in support of these 
tyrannioal measures; the defendant KEPPLER participated in the 
formulation of expropriation measures directed against persons 
of Jewish extraction and others; and the defendant SCHWERIN-
KROSIGK accepted into the Reich Treasury financial gains which , 
accrued to the new Government from these expropri'ations. The 
defendant DARRE developed and disseminated' Nazi racial· doc"-
trines. and effected the "nazification" of German agriculture and 
husbandrv and the elimination of political. racial and religious 
"undesirables" from the ag'ricultural economy. 

7. During a period of years prior to Mav 1945, the  
Reich engaged in a ruthless program of aggression and conquest 
which came to involve almost the entire civilized, wOl'ldand 
resulted in the initiation and waging, bv Germanv. of wars of 
aggression against other countries on a vast scale. The prog-ram, 
which envisaged Nazi domination of all of Europe and later>oI 
the entire world, was carefully planned in advance of its actual 
execution through diplomatic, political, financial, economic,' agri-: 
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 propaganda, adm1nlstrative and. mHitary preparationS: 
tne initial military successes evidenced the effectiveness of these 
preparations. PurSJUant to the general program of aggression, 
diplomatic offensives were' synchronized with the tolal mobiliza-
tion of all the resources of the German Reich for war. The 
economic and agricultural life of Germany was reorganized for 
mHitary purposes; financial preparations were made; and the 
German armed forces were raised to formidable strength. Propa-
ganda campaigns were launched to incite the German people to 
support the program of aggression, and the activities of the 00-
preme Reich authorities were coordinated to achieve the fuB 
moibHization required by the Nazi concepts of total warfare. The 
conquest of eaoh of )he countries invaded was foreshadowed by 
a series of political and diplomatic moves whereby, in disregard 
of treaties, assurances and agreements, fifth column activHies were 
fomented, prominent individuals kidnapped, pretexts for aggres-
sion fabricated, propaganda campaigns initiated, potential allies 
secured, and the political isolation' of the victim effected. After 
these invaSiions, previously formulated measures were put into 
effect to incorporate certain of the conquered territories into the 
German Reich and to complete the subjugation of countries bel-
ligerently occupied. Legislation was introduced extending  
law and German administration to these territories, and their 
economies wercharnessed to the German war machine to further 
Germany's ability to wage its wars of aggression. 

8. The defendants WEIZSAECKER, WOERMANN, KEPPLER, 
RITTER, ERDMANNSDORFF, and VEESENMAYER,as. high 
officials Of the German Foreign Office, played dominant roles in 
the diplomatic plans and preparations for invasions and wars of 
aggression, and later participated in the diplomatic phases of the 
waging of these wars. The defendant LAMMERS, as the de facto 
Chancellor of Hitler, coordinated at the highest level the planning 
and preparation required for the total mobil,ization of the Ger-
man Reich, and as Hitler's chief legislative agent, signed the most 
important decrees for the planning, preparation, initiation and 
waging of wars of aggresSiion. The defendant STUCKART,. as 
one of the chief Nazi administrative and managerial specialists, 
bad jurisdiction over the administrative mobilization of  Gel';' 
man Reich, and with the def'el1Jdant LAMMERS participated in 
the incorporation of conquered territories ,into the German Reidl 
and in the administration of the incorporated and occupied ter-
ritories. The defendant DARRE jmobilized the German agricultural 
economy for aggression by measures to insure maximum self-

 



sufficiency in foodstuffs for the German armed forces and the 
civiUan population, and to enable the German Reich to initiate 
and wag'e its wars of aggression, and later he- pa·rticipated in the 
absorption of the agricultural economies of the territories  
porated into "Greater Germany" and in the seizure and  
tion of agricultural produds looted from the occupied territories. 
The defendant MEISSNER staged conferences and meetings at 
which the leaders of the countries to be victimized were threat-
ened. The defendant DIETRICH created, formulated and con-
troned press and propaganda polioies of the NSDAP and of thP. 
German Govenupent, both in furtherance of plans and prepara,. 
tions for aggression, and in the propaganda phases of the waging 
of these wars. The defendant BOHLE, as head of the Foreign 
Organization of the NSDAP, participated in economic prepara-
tions for war, and in Nazi infiltration and fifth column activities 
through propaganda, espionage, terrorism, and financial contribu", 
tions to "Quislings" groups whereby the governments of the pros,.. 
pectiv,e victims were undermined in accordance with the plans 
of aggression. The defendant BERGER participated in the recruit-
ment of SS personnel and the fomentation of fifth column ac-
tivities in countries tliat were subsequently invaded by Germany 
and later participated in the establishment of 5S and political 
puppet organizations in the occupied countl'ies in furtherance of 
the subjugation of these territories. The defendant SCHELLEN-
BERG participated in the f.abrication of pretexts for aggression: 
and was connected with and participated in SS and SD plans 
and preparations for aggressive war.. The defendant SCHWERIN-
KROSIGK ,directed the financial mobilization of the German 
Reich for aggression by fiscal measures which insured the financ-
ing of Germany's rearmament .program and other civil and mil-
itary expenses incidental to preparations for aggressive war, and 
later was responsible for the incorporation of the financial in-
stitutions and the seizure of the financial resources of territories 
and coUntries incorporated 5nto or occupied by the German Reich 
in furtherance of the waging of these wars of aggression. The 
defendant KOERNER, as the permanent deputy of Goering, played 
a leading role in the planning, coordination and execution of an 
economil( program to prepare the German Reich for the waging 
of aggressive war; he was further responsible for coordinating the 
economic exploitation of the occupied territories in. furtherance 
of the waging of aggressive war. Tht' defendant PLEIGER, as 
director of the Iron and· Metals Section of the Office of the Four 
Year Plan, .paz:ticipated in these preparations for aggress1ive war 



arid w'as further resp6risible,with the defendant KOERNER,f6r, 
the organization and direction of the Hermann Goering Works, 
which was'createdtb; and did, proviQe iron, steel and finisheu 
armament products for the equipment of the German armies of 
conquest.· 

'g. Infurth'ei:iilceofthe 'planning and preparatiOil for nggressive: 
LAMMERS coordinated at the, highest leV'el 

the'totalill'obilizatiOri of the economic;" firiancial, adminisirative 
and'milihlry resources of the'Third Reich. He signed laws and 
deorees' inCluding; among others, the Reich 'Defense Law, decrees 
creating'the Secret Cabihd Council and establishing the  
ia1 Cotiripil' for the' Defense of the Reich. and the decree whereby 
Hitler assumed petsoriarcoinmand of the ·Wehrmaohl. He further' 
effectedfotal 'Jnbhilizatioh 'by participation in meetings' of,the" 
Reioh Defeti.se CopnciI, tne Reich Defense Committee, the General 
CouticilfortheFour Year Plan' and the Ministerial Council for 
the Deferise,o£thcHeich; whereby,the milita,ry, economic,  
cial, agricultUral amI rearmamehtphases of mobilization were 
accomplished. He resolved jurisdiCtional._problems and conflicts 
aro to tIie respective spheres of competence in mobilization schemes, 
of'various supreme Reich authoriNes, and received reports reg-
ularly from the Plenipotentiary General' for Economv. from the 
Plenipotentiary General for Administration. and the  
tiarvfor the Four Year Plan. By virtue of the aff\resaid activ-· 
ities'and otherwise, the  LAMMERS synchronized the 
eC(:>nomic. fin'3ncial, military 'and administrative  with 
the general ptogram of aggression. ' 

10. The defendant STUCKART drafted, formulated,and signed 
decrees and legislation requited for the administrative mobiliza-
lion of the Reich Jar war, including the laws pertaining to 1m. 
itary conscription and the Reich Defense Law. 'He was one of 
the leaditIgo£fieials responsible for war-time civil administration, 
'lnd in thep'erfolTIlanCe of his duties he created an administmtive 
organization ,<in accordance with war-time needs, which was' 

 operation after'  adopted a policy 01 
aggression. He played a key role in the preparation of the machin-
ery required" for the incorporation of conquered territories into , 
the Reich amd' for the administration of countries to be incor-
porated intoCor' belligerently occupied by ,the German Reich:in' 
\he CDursecif its wars 'of aggression, 

: 11. The de'fendanJ SCHWERIN.,"KROSIGK was responsible for' 
thefimihdrig of, the wars of aggressiori by the floating of'ldnif: 
and'sh6rc{·term loans;·the supplyiilgio'f  
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'''MEFO bills", the expropriation of property of alleged opponents 
of Germany's aggressive policies. the strengthening of the. Reichs-
bank, the transfer into gold of foreign exchange resources avail-
able to Germany, ana otherwise. He was further responsible for', 
financing other phases of the economic, military and political 
preparations for war, and maintained secret budgets to concelll 
the extent of the rearmament program anq the gwwth··ofthe . 
armed forces, and prepared and executed other .fiseal' measures 
required to finance the preparations of the Reich f()rwar. '.' 

12. The defendant DIETRICH, as press chief of the Party:and 
the Reich, created, formulated, and controlled the press'  
for the State and for the Party. Through the issuance of daily, 
instructions, he subordinated the entire German - press lo'the;-
political, diplomatic and military purposes of the Nazi leaders." 
By the falSification, distortion and perversion of news and the 
extensive use of inflammatory propaganda, he so influenced and i 

deceived the German people as to secure their support of the 
aggressive policies of the German Reich. He participated in the 
psychological planning and preparation for wars ·-ofaggtession;' 
the greatest emphasis was placed on the supreme mj'ssion'of.the 
German people to lead and dominate other peoples' by virtUe of 
the Nazi docttine of racial superiority, and, thus; the ground'was 
prepared for support of the concept of German world- supremacy; 
Before each aggressive act, press campaigns were'initiated under 
the direction of the defendant DIETRICH to weaken the prospec"'- 
tive victims, provide spurious "justification" for aggression, and,  
pl'epare the German people psyohologically, for ,val'.  

13. In order to achi,eve maximum. German self-sufficiency in  
foodstuffs in preparation for aggressive wars, the defendant  

,DARRE organized  the agricultural eeonomy for aggressive war 
so as to obtain control over virtually every phase of _German 
agriculture, including food production, processing, distribuHon 
and consumption, as weil as importation of an major agricultural 
commodities. He also participated in theiniHfary, economic, and 
rearmament phases of the preparations foi; aggression; he signed' 
laws and decrees directed toward effecting total lllobilization;' 
including the instHution of compulsory rililitary service, the  
curemeJit of land for the use -of the Armed Forces and the mobi-
lization of the war food economy. He participated in theformula-· 
tion of a grain storage program designed to make Germany seIf-
sufficient in grain supplies, and, in cooperation wi tll the High 
Command of the Armed Forces and others, requisitioned the 
st,orage space required for the tremendous grain reserves which. 
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were being built up. Long before the outbreak of war, secret 
decrees were prepared under his direction in the Reich Ministry 
for Food and Agriculture, which. covered in minute detail tfie 
war food economy program to be put into effect under the war 
mobilization order, and created an administrative organization in 
accordance with war-time standards. These decrees were put into 
operation when Germany attacked Poland. 

14. In furtherance of economic planning for aggression, the 
defendant KOERNER participated, with Goering, the defeudant 
I{EPPLER and divers other persons, in the  01 the 
Four Year Plan in 1936. Thereafter, the defendant KOERNER, 
as Goering's Deputy, directed the Office of the Four Year Plan 
which was charged with control over the essential economic 
activities of the German agencies preparing for war,_ exercised 
supreme authority in economic matters, was responsible for the 
development and stockpiling of critical war material, and which 
was designed to prepare the armed forces and the German econ-
omv for ag;gressive war within four years. Between 1939 and 
1942, KOERNER also served as Chairman of the General Coun-
cil of the Fool' Year Plan, which was .concerned with problems 
of labor allocation and production in the war economy. The 
defendant PLEIGER. by virtue of his position as thefirsl head 
of the Iron and Metals Section of the Office of the Four Year 
Plan, participated in the economic planning for German aggres-
sion. Further, as a result of researches into German war-time 
requirements conducted bv the Office of the Four Y'ear Plan. the 
defendants PLEIGER and KOERNER participated with Goering 
and others in the creation of the Hermann Goering Works in 
1937, The defendant PLEIGER. as the dominant figure and active 
head of the Hermann  Works, was responsible for direct-
ing its ·activities, and the  KOERNER. as chairman of 

. the Aufsichtsrat and holder of other high positions therein, was 
influential in determining the policies of this huge complex, which 
was .founded in furtherance of the planning, preparation and 
waging of wars M aggression by enormouslv expanding Germanv's 
steel and armament production resources and by making Germany 
self-sufficient with respect to 'iron ore. 

15. In country after count'ry, the pattern of diplomatic, planning 
and preparation for inVJa'sions and wars of aggression was substan-
tially the same. The program adopted for the destruction of these 

 lnvo1vf'il. on the one hand. the m::lking of treaties, 
agreements and assurances which the German Reioh pledged her-
self to respect their territorial integrity and, on the other hand, 
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the promotion of fifth column aCtlvities :1ud theaccompiishII!-ent 
. of Illegal pOlllical penelration  to undermine their sov-

ereignLy. m AUSlrtlA, in wanLOn Ulsregard of the Austro-Ger-
man treaty of 11 July W36, whereby Germany obligated herself 
not to interfere in Austrian affairs, the defendants KEPPLER, 
VEESENMAYER, WE1ZSAECKER and BOHLE provided political 
and financial support to the outlawed National Sooialist party  
Austria in order to maintain continuous "pressure agaInst the 
legitimate government. As a result thereof the relations bet-
ween the two countries steadily worsened, 0ulminating in the 
conference at Berchtesgaden on 12 February 1938 at which the 
Austl'ian Chancellor Schuschnigg, in the presence of the defendant 
KEPPLER, was threatened with an immediate German military 
invasion' of Austria. In the face Of this threat and of the sub-
sequent diplomatic and propaganda pressure exerted by the 
defendants  VEESENMAYER, DIETRICH, BOHLE, 
and others, Dr. Sohuschnigg was finally forced to resign on 11 
March 1938, and at dayhreak on 12 March 1938, German troops 
marched into Austria. In order to justify the invasion and give 
it a semblance of legality, a fictitious telegram concocted by 
Goering and KEPPLER was quoted by the German press to 
establish that the newly-created Austrian puppet government had 
requested the presence of German troops to prevent disorder. 

16. In continuation of the Nazi policy of diplomatically isolat-
ing and then  eaoh of its victims separately, CZECHO· 
SLOVAKIA, the next victim of German aggression, received 
solemn assurances from the Third Reich of its peaceful inten-
tions, at the time of the Anschluss with Austria early in 1938. 
Simultaneously members of the German Foreign Office, including 
the defendants WEIZSAECKER and WOERMANN, were secretly 
preparing the groundwork for aggression by providing political,' 
mi,litary and financial assistance to the Sudeten German Party, 
under the leaJdership of Konrad Henlein, and inciting that move-
ment to lodge continual demands for the  separation of 
the Sudetenland from the Czechoslovakian republic. The defend-
ant "BOHLE employed the Foreign Organization of the NSDAP 
to foment fifth column activities in Czechoslovakia, and the' 
defendant BERGER parHcipated in the training of the Henlein 
Free Corps by the SS in Germany and serve(i as personal liaison 
between the Reichsfuehrer SS and Henlein. The defendant' ERD-

, MANNSDORFF negotiated  Balkan support for this aggressive act. 
In the press and propaganda campaigns launched prior to the 
conquest of Czechoslovakia, the defendant DIETRICH issued 
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. hisfiuctIonstb the press to "play up;; the alleged persecutIon of 
Sudeten-German and Slovak minoriHes within  
and the "anti-German politics" of the Prague government. The 
Munich pact of 29 September 1938, signed in.the presence of the 
defendant MEISSNER, among others, and the separation of the 
SUdetenland from Czechoslovakia, marked the successful culmina-
tionof this phase of German c;liplomatic policy. In flagrant viola-
tion 'of this pact, whereby Germany had agreec;l to respect the 
integrity of the remaining territory of Czechoslovakia, the defend-
ants' KEPPLER, VEESENMAYEll., DIETRICH, MEISSNER; and 
BOHLE continued tofol11ent a Slovak independence movement in 

'oi'der to firrther the Nazi program of aggression. On March 14, 
1939' the' CiechosIovakiall president, H'tcha, at a conference in 

.Hedin, iri the presence of the defendants WEIZSAECKER, 
DIETRICH,KEPPLER and MEISSNER, was violently threatened 
b:{Hitler with the immediate military invasion of Czechoslovakia 

: and the destruction of Prague by bombing. In. the face of these 
threats, Hacha capitulated, and on 15 March 1939, the defendants 
LAMMERS,MElSSNER and STUCKAHT, among others, accotn-
,pan,ied Hitler" to Prague when German troops marched into 

)30hemia and Mor.avia. 
1'7. Repeating the pattern of duplicity employed in the con-

quests .of. Austria and Czechoslovakia, the defendants WEIZ-
SAECKER, WOERrvIANN, BOHLE, KEPPLER, and VEESEN-

. MAYER participated .in a series of diplomatic and political mo"es 
 whereby, in disregard of recent assurances and 

agreements, .the return of Danzig. and the Polish Corridor was 
'.demanded as a pretext for aggression, Polish counter-proposals 
-,-for the peaceful settlement of German claims were rejected,  
,.an energetic program to mobilize potential allies in the German 
,cause ofaggi'ession and to neutralize France and Great Britain 
.as:possible opponents w::\s undertaken. The political, propaganda 

; ,and diplomatic blueprint for this w,ar .of aggression was carefully 
designed by the defendants WEIZSAECKER, WOERMANN, 
'DIETRICH, BOHLE, and VEESENMAYER, anl0ng others, to shift 
.tbeapparent responsibility for the war to the victim. Border 
incidents were staged, and alleged acts of terrorism committed by 

 against German nationals and racial Germans were 
 publicized. All attempls by France, Great Britain, 

the .  and other nations, to persuade the German 
Reich  to a peaceful settlement of her dispute with Poland 
were  In  early hours of 1 September 1939, Germal1Y 
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launched thiswar' ,of aggression .which caine to involve <Great 
Britain,.France, and the greater part ofthe world. ' . 
. 18. Subsequent to the outbreak of war, the pattern of diplomatic 

andpoHtical pl1anning and  remained substantially 
unchanged, and further aggression was embarked upon whenever 
considered politically or militarily expedient. Pdor to the inva.sion 
of Norway, the German Foreign Office financed the fifth column 
activities of Vidkun Qu'isling, and the defendants LAMMERS and 
BOHLE maintained liaison with Quisling and coordinated the 
camouflaged fifth column activities of the Reich authorities 
engaged in secret preparation against Norway. 
ThedefendantsWEIZSAECKER, WOERMANN, and ,'; RITTER 
participated in the preparation and proIilulgationby the German 
Foreign Office of the officiaLdiplomatic cOnimuniquespurporling 
in part to justify the a<ggressions against NORWAY and DEN-
MARK on 9 April 1940, and against the NETHERLANDS, 
BELGIUM and LUXEMBOURG..on 10 May 1940. The defendant 
SCHELLENBERG participated in the  of the "Venlo 
Incident" which involved the kidnapping of enemy and neutral 
nationals to fabricate a pretext for the invasion of the -Low 
CounLries. Like the aggressions against the Scandinavian and 
Low Countries, plans for the aggressive war against GREECE 
and YUGOSLAVIA were characterized by a series of diplomatic 
and politieal moves by the defendants WEIZSAECKER,WOER- . 
MANN, ,RITTER, VEESENMAYER, and other members of·the 
German Foreign Office. The defendants BERGER and BOHLE 
participated in the creation of plans for fifth column activities, 
the fabrication of atrocities allegedly committed against, racial 
Germans in:, Yugoslavia which were publicized in the press and 
propaganda organs under the supervision of the defendant 
DIETRICH as a pretext for aggression, and  recruitment 
of racial Germans who, subsequent to, the invasio'non6 April 
1941, were activated by the defendant BERGER into Wafl'en SS 
military divisions which assisledin the German ri:iilitary cOliquest 
of Yugoslavia. 

19. In the preparation and planning which preceded the un-
declared attack against  UNION of SOVIET SOCIALIST 
REPUBLICS on 22 June 1941. German diplomatic efforts were 
directed by the defendants  WOERl\1.A:NN, RI'I;-
TER, BOHLE,' and E1WMANNSDORFF towards mofiiliz'ing"allies 
in the German.cause of aggression, and as a result thereof, the 
military Silipport of Roumania.. and Hungary was secured. , As 
early as 'November 1940 the deferidantKOERNER was informed 
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by Goering of the coming attack against the Soviet Union, and 
thereafter he attended and advised at conferences which were 
convened to consider the scope and ,method of German exploita-
tion of the Eastern economies. On 20 April 1941, a Fuehrer decree, 
signed by the defendant LAMMERS, appointed Reichsleiter 
Rosenberg commissioner for the centralized control of problems 
relating to the Soviet Union and other Eastern Territories. The 
defendants KOERNER and STUCKART and representatives of the 
German Foreign Office, over a period of months preceding tne 
invasion, worked with Rosenberg to design the framework of the 
future political, administrative and economic organization of the 
territories of the Soviet Union, including the selection of officials 
for the civil administration of those territories by the defendant 
STUCKART. In this same period the activities of the aefendant 
DIETRICH were integrated with Rosenberg's plans. In order to 
reverse the trend of German public opinion as it had been nur·-
lured after the  between. Germany and .the 
Soviet Union, tIie defendant DIETRICH directed the press and 
propaganda agencies to r.enewanti-Soviet propaganda and to 
present the coming aggression against the Soviet Union as a 
."preventive war" for the defense of the Fatherland. Dl1'ringth.is 
period the defendant SCHELLENBERG participated in the crea-
honof special task forces of the SS, called "hinsatzgvuppen", for 
the.  of all  in the territories of the  
Umon to be mVJaded. WeB In :advance of the actual attack; the 
defendant LAMMERS signed legislation appointing the aeni· 
potentiary for the .Four Year Plan as the German official respon-
sible for the economic exploitation of the territories to be occupied, 
and operational zones were established in the Arctic Ocean and 
in the Baltic and Black Seas, by the defendant WEIZSAECKER 
and other members of the German Forei.gn Office, for the Gel'':'' 
man naval  air forces. 

20. The pattern of German diplomatic and political preparation 
which preceded th,e !ttack on the UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA differed from the pattern of previous Nazi aggressions 
on account of the geographical position occupied by Germany 
with respect to the United States and beoause of Germany's in-
volvement in the European conflict. The Foreign Organization 
of the NSDAP, under the leadership of the defendant BOHLE, had 
been engaged for many years prior to the war in infiltration into 
the economic and political Hfe of the United States and other 
countries of the  Hemisphere and had fomented fifth 
column activities in these countries in furtherance of the German 
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Reichspreparations for possible aggression against the United 
States. Ina:ddition, from early 1941, continuous diplomatic efforts 
were. made by the defendants WEIZSAECKElt WOERMANN 
and RITTER and other meInbers of the German Foreign Offlce 
10 induce Japan to attack British possessions in the Far East, and 
Japan was further assured in the presence of the defendant 
MEISSNER that should she become engaged in a war with the 
United States, Germany would immediately participate. During 
the prelude to aggression, German public opinion was systemat-
ically inflamed against the United States. After theattac'k at 
Pearl Harbor on 7 December 1941, Hitler is·sued orders on 8 
December 1941 to the German navy to attack American ships' 
"whenever and wherever they may be"; despite the fact that a 
state of war was not declared between Germany and the United 
States until 11 December 1941. 

21. Pursuant to Nazi theories of "Lebensraum", and in fur-
therance of the German Reich's waging of wars of aggression, certa;n 
of the conquered territories were "incorporated" into Germany. 
The defendant LAMMERS signed, among others, the laws unit-
ing Austria, the Free City of Danzig, Memel, Eupen, Malmedy 

'and Moresnet with the German Reich, the decree appointing the 
.Reich Commissioner for Austria, and legislation extending Ger-
man civil administration to Austria, the Sudetenland and the 
Eastern Territories (West Prussia and Posen). He was respon-
sible for the over-all coordination of the incorpoI"ation of these 
territories and participated in the appointment of administrators 
for the performance of the aaministrative tasks involved. He 
participated in the formulation of the law of 13th March 1938 
which united Austria with the Reich. In setting up German 
administration in Austria, he drafted and signed decrees which 
introduced German law and its enforcement bv the Gestapo and 
SD. the Niirnberg racial decrees, and the militarv service law. 
He participated in the formulation of the laws incorporating into 
the Reic!h the Sudetenland. Memer. Danzig. the Eastern territories 
(West Prussia and Posen), and Eupen.Malmedv and Ml)resnet; 
and in plans for the incorporation of French territorv. The de-
fendant DARRE participated in the absorption into the German 
war food· economv of the agricultural economies of tliese incor-
porated territories bv measures which introdnced German agricul.,. 
tund administmtion and legislation. and which controlled vir-
tually evervphase of agriculture. SS personnel. were recruited in 
these territodes and SS units organized under the direction' of 

  BERGER· The financial incorporation of the ter-



. -
ritoriesu.nited with the Reich was accomplished by the d,efendant 
SCI:IWERIN.:.KROSIGK; in setting up GennrarifinancialcontroI 
oV'er these incorporated territories, he assumed control over their 
financial institutions and extended Germany's financial regula-
tions to these territories. The proceeds from. the expropriation 
of public and private property in these territories by agencies 
of the German Reich were turned over, in many instances, to the 
Reich Treasury and used in the financing of aggressiV'e wars. 

22. The complete subjugation. of the territories belligerently 
occupied by the German Heich was so designed as to obtain the 
maXImum economIC, financial land military benefit from these 
territories, and through the establishment of administrative 
machinery to effect pOlicies of ruthless exploitation. The defend-
ant LAMMERS signed legislation establishing the Protectora'te 
of Bohemia and Moravia and the authority of the German Reich 
to legislate in the. Protectorate. He also signed the laws extending 
German administration to the Government General and to the 
occupied Eastern territories, and signed legislation appointing 
administrators in the Protectorate, the Government General and 
other of the occupied territories, including the appointment of 
Goering as Plenipotentiary of the Four Year Plan in charge of 
the economic exploitation of the USSR. The ddendant LAMMERS 
was further responsible for coordinating with the supreme Reich 
authOrities policies initiated in the occupied territories and was 
actively engaged in the direction and administration of these' 
territori'es. The defendant STUCKART, as the head of the Central 

.Offices for  AJUstria, the Sudetenland, Bohemia and Moravia, the 
Government General, Norway and the occupied Southeastern 
territ()ries, was charged with the internal, civp administration of 
these territories and obtaining close cooperation between the Ger-
man officials iI;l these occupied countries and the <;upreme Reich 
authorities, participated in the formulation of the proclamation 
establishing the Protectorate of Bohemila and Moravia, and prom-
mulgated changes in the boundaries of Alsace and Lorraine. The 
defendant' .BERGER participated in the establishment of Ss 
brganizationsand the recruitment of SS personnel from aJI}ong 
the nationals of the occupied t'erritories and in certain of the 
puppet governments, such as Croatia, compelled fihe institution of 
compulsory conscription for Waffen SS. military divisions. He 
also participated in the establishment in these territories of puppet 
political organizations whioh fully  ,with the occupation 
authorities. The defendant SCHWERIN-KROSIGK was respon-
sihle for themaxim'u!in 'exploitatfOn of the financial ·resource'S of 
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these occupied territories and controlled their fiscal institutions 
in such a manner as to  maximum revenues for the German 
Reich. The Reich Treasury, under his direction, received the 
proceeds from the expropriaHon of public and priViate properties 
and provided the necessary financial. assistance for the administra-
tion of these territories and the waging of the German Reich's 
wars of aggression. The defendants WEIZSAE6KER, WOER-
M.MS'N,. RITTER, ERDMANNSDORFF,  
.KEPPL,ER, as leading officials of tne German Foreign .Office, 
·participated in the political development and direction of the 
occllpied territories, particularly those territories, wherein"puppet 
:governinents under the domination of the German Foreign Office 
hadbeeninstalIed. By the maintenance of. continuous diplomatic 
pressure, intimidation and coercion, the puppet. and satellit¢ 
'governments were compelled to support G'ermanv in the ca:UTse 
of its wars of aggression. Further. they particinaled irithe 
partitioning of rertain of the orr'unien territorl'e<: im':hrding Yugo:-
sI;wia. amI in the evolution of p!qns for the nn!'!}  of 
the  rounfrip<: into the orbit of the German Reich after 

 cessation of hostilities. .' . 
. ' 23. In addition to the acts and conduct of the deJendantsset 
forth above, the participation of the defendants in planning, 
preparation, initiation, and waging of wars of aggression ,and 
invasions of other countries included the acts and conduct. set 

 in Counts Three to Seven inclusive, of this  
which acts and conduct were committed as an integral pait of 
the planning, preparation, initiation, and waging of wars of 
aggression and invasions of other countries included the acts and 
conduct set forth in Counts Three to Seven inclusive, of this In-
dictment, which acts and conduct were committed as an integral 
part of the planning, preparation, initiation, and waging of wars 

. of aggression and invasions of other countries. The allegations 
made in said Counts Three to Seven are hereby incorporated in 
this Count. 

VIOLATION OF LAW 

24. The acts and conduct set forth in this Count were com, 
mitted by the defendants unlawfully, wilfully, and knowingly, 
.and constitute violations of international lllw, treaties, agree-
ments,and aSSurances, and of Article II of Control Council Law 
NO. 10. 
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COUNT TWO 

COMMON PLAN ANO CONSPIRACY 

25. The defendantsWEIZSAECKER, KEPPLER, BOHLE, 
WOERMANN, RITTER, ERDMANNSDORFF, VEESENMAYER. 
LAMMERS, STUCKART, DARRE, MEISSNER, DIETRICH, 
BERGER, SCHELLENBERG, SCHWERIN-KROSIGK, KOERNER 
'and PLEIGER, with divers other persons, dm'ing a period of years 
preceding 8 May 1945, participated as leaders, organizers, in-
stigators, and accomplices in the formulation and execution of 
a .common plan and conspiracy to commit, ,and whieh involved 
the. commission of, Crimes against Peace" (including the acts 
constituting War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity, which 

.were committed as an Integral part ·of such Crimes against Peace) 
as defined by Control Council Law No. 10, and are individually 
responsible for their own acts and for all acts committed by any 
persons in the execution of such common plan and conspiracy. 

. 26. The ,acts and conduct of the defendants set forth in Counts 
One, Three, Four, Five. Six, and Seven of this Indictment formed 
a part of said common plan arid conspiracv and all the allega-
tions made in said Counts are incorporated in this Count. . 



COUNT THREE  

WAR CRIMES: MURDER AND ILL.,.TREATMENT  
Of BELLIGERENTS AND PRISONERS OF WAR  

27. The defendants WEIZSAECKER, STEENGRACHT,RIT-
TER, WOERMANN, ERDMANNSuOrlFF, LAMMERS,DlETRJCH, 
and BERliER, with divers other persons, dunng the period from 
September 1939 to May 1945, committed War Crimes, as defined 
in Article 11 of Control Council Law No. 10, in that they partic-
ipated in atrocities and offenses against prisoners of wat and 
members of the armed forces 'of natIOns then at war with the 
TJtird Reioh or were under the belligerent control of, or military 
occupation by Germany, including murder, ill treatment, enslave-
ment, brutalities, cruelties, and other inhumane acts. Prisoners 
of war and belligerents were starved, lynched, branded, shackled, 
tortured and murdered in flagrant violation of the laws and 
customs of w.ar, and through dIplomatic. dIstortion, denial and 
fabricated justification, the perpetration of these offenses and 
atrocities  concealed from the protective powers. The defend-
ants committed War Crimes in that they were principals in, 
accessories to, ordered, abetted, took a consenting part in, were 
connected with plans imd enterprises involving, and were mem-
bers of organizations and groups connected with, the commission 
of WaiCrimes.' 

28. The murders and other crimes charged in tl1.is Count in· 
cluded, but were not limited to, the following: 

a. The Third Reich adopted an official policy in 1943 where-
by the civilian population was urged to lynch English, American, 
and other Allied fliers who had been forced by military action to 
land in Germany. In order to encourage these killings, the Reichs-
fuehrer SS in August 1943 ordered the police not to interfere in 
assaults committed byGerman civilians on English and American 
"Terror Fliers". The defendant DIETRICH issued a directive that 
all newspapers withhold from publication any mention Of the 
killing of Allied fliers. The German Foreign Minister and the 
defendant LAMMERS took part in meetings and conferences 
which  in the formulation, on 6 June 1944, of a decree 
which stated that captured enemy aviator,s sh'Ould be exposed to 



"Lynch Law". The defenaant RITTER wrote on 20 June 1944 
that in spite of the obvious objections, founded on international 

, law and foreign politics, the German ForeIgn Office was III agree-
ment with the proposed lI.leasul'es. A secret circular issued by 
Reichsleiter Bormann containing this "Flier Order" was sent to 
the supreme Reich authorities, including the German Foreign 
Office, the defendant BERGER, and the defendant LAMMERS, 
among others; the defendant LAMMERS forwarded tlliscircular 
to the Reich Ministry of Justice with the statement that the 
Reichsfuehrer. SS had already received necessary. police instruc-
tions. In accordance with this policy, it was also provided that 
if these fliers were not lynched by the civilian population, they 
wt:re, upon capture by German authorities, to be segregated fcol11 
Qther prisoners of war, classified as criminals and denied prisoner 
of, war status to circumvent the intervention of the protective 
power, and turned over to the SD for "special treatment", which 
rpearit execution. This plan was initiated by the German Foreign 
Office through the efforts of the defendant RITTER. As a result 
qf these policies, many American, English, and other Allied fliers 
v.'ere lynched by the German civilian population or murdered b)' 
the·SD. 

b.On 18 October 1942 Hitler issued a decree which ordered 
that 3;11' members of Allied "Commando" units, often when in 
uniform and whether armed or not, were to be "slaughtered to 
the last man", even if they attempted to surrender. It was further 
provided' that if such Allied troops came into the hands of the 
military authorities after being first captured by the local poliCe, 
orin any other way, they should be handed over immediately 
to the SD for "special treatment". Under the provisions of this 
policy, many Allied troops were  and the defendants 
WEIZSAECKER, STEENGRACHT, RITTER, WOERMANN,and 
ERDMANNSDORFF, among others, with full knowledge of theS,e 
killin.gs, informed the protective  tnrough diplomatic 
channels that these troops had been killed "in combat".. .' 
.. ' c, I,n March 1944 approximately fif!y officers of the Bdtish 
Royal Air Force, who escaped from the camp at Stalag Luft HI 
where they ,were confined as prisoners of war, were. shot on 
recapture..' The German Foreign Office was fully  aJ;ld 

 . up" diplomatic notes to  protectIve power, 
Switzerland. Thadden of the German ForeIgn Office wrote to 
Wagn,er, a subordinate of the defendant  st.ating 
tbl,ltacommunication was beil1lgsent to Great BntIan VIa 
land to . the effect that, in the course of a search, "a number of 
,British and other escaped officers had to be sbptas they ha4 not 



obeyed. instru.cti9ns..  caught." In furtherance of this policy 
to shoot escaped pnsoners of war upon recapture, the defendant 
RITTER issued a warning notice, disclosing the creation of so-
called "death zones" for the alleged protection of "vitil installa-
tions" wherein "all unauthorized persons will be shot on sight". 
A letter from the German Foreign Minister to the defendant RIT-
TER in July 1944 stated that the Fuehrer was in agreement with 
the German Foreign Office communicatio,n to the Swiss Embassy 
concerning the' escape of the prisoners of war from Stalag III, 
and that he further agreed to the issuance of the warning notice 
and the forwarding of such a communication to the Swiss Embassy. 

d. Between November 1944 and January 1945, plans were 
formulatea to murder a French geneml who was a prisoner of 
war in German custody. A number of conferences were held 
between officiaIs of the Office of Chief of Prisoner of War Affairs, 
the German Foreign Office, and other agencies regarding the 
detailed arrangements as to the proposed murder. The German 
Foreign Office prepared diplomatic notes to the protective power, 
Switzerland, and elaborate precautions wer'e taken to cover up i. 

the murder as a justifiable shooting of a prisoner of war "while 
attempting to escape". The defendants STEENGRACHT and 
RITTER and their subordinates participated inthese arrangements. 
The French General Mesny was selected on tlie suggestion of the 
defendaillt BERGER. A plan was evolved which culminated in 
the murder on 19 January 1945, during a fabricated escape in-· 
cident, of General Mesny. Under the supervision and with the 
approval of the def.endant BERGER, his subordinates in the Office 
of Chief of Prisoner of "Var Affairs collaborated with the Gestapo 
inputting the murder plan into effect. 

e. Between September 1944 and May 1945, hundreds of 
thousands of American and Allied prisoners of war in the custody 
of the German Reich were compelled to undertake forced marches 
in' severe weather without adequate rest, shelter, food, clothing 
and medical supplies. Sruch forced lllarches cOl}ducted   
authority of the defendant BERGER. resulted in great pnvatlOn 
and death to many thousands of prisoners. . 

VIOLATION OF LAW 

29. The acts and conduct of the defendants set forth in this 
Count were committed unlawfully, wilfully, and knowingly, and 
constitute violations of Interu·ational conventions, including the 
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Hague Regulat.ions, 1907, and -the Prisoner of War Conventlort, 
Geneva, 1929, of the laws and customs of war; of the general 
principles of criminal law as derived from the criminal laws of 
all civilized nations; of the internal penal laws of the countries 
in which such crimes were committed; and of Article II of Control 
Council Law No. 10. 
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COUNT FOUR  

CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY: ATROCITIES AND  
OFFENSES COMMITTED AGAINST GER1\1AN ,-NA- 
TIONALS ON POLITICAL, RACIAL, AND RELIGIOUS  

GROUNDS FROM 1933 to 1939  

30. -The defendants DARRE, DIETRICH" LAMMERS, 
STUCKART, ME1SSNER, SCHWERIN-KROSIGK, RASCHE, 
KOERNER, KEPPLER, VEESENMAYER, BOHLE, WEIZ": 
SAECKER and WOERMANN, with divers other persons, during 
the period fwm January 1933 t<.> September 1939,' committed 
Crimes against Humanity as defined in Article II of Control 
Council Law No. 10, in that they participated in atrocities and· 
offenses against German nationals, inc:luding murder,  
tion, ill-treatment, 'enslavement, imprisonment; plundering and 
looting of property, and other persecutions and inhumane acts 
committed on political, racial, and religious  The defend.:.,. 
ants. committed Crimes against Humanity in that they were prin,... 
cipals in, were connected with plans and enterprises involvilJ.g,' 
and were members of organizations and groups connected. with, 
the commission of Crimes against Humanity. 

31. With the appointment of Hitler as Reich Chancellor, and 
the, seizure of government control by the NSDAP, on 30 January' 
1933, a program of persecution of German nationals, on political, 
racial and religious grounds, W31S initated and execute.d with the 
participation. of the defendants- charged in this Count. The per,. 
secution w.@.s concentrated against political enemies of the Na,... 
tional Socialist regime, including members of the Reichstag, party 
leaders, leaders and officials of the German trade  
Catholic and the Protestant churches and other religious deriomi-' 
nations, the Free Masons" and persons of Jewish extnlction. The 
decree of 28 February 1933 sUlspending the constitutional guanU1;-
tees was used by the defendants to throw alleged political 'enemies. 
into concentration camps, and to confiscate their property, The' 
persecution' on political grounds embraced all politica] parties; 

,groups,  their  officials, and civil servants. On 7 April .1933, 
a ,laW' was promulgated eliminating from office all civil servan,ts 
who' were opposed to '"NatiOnal Socialist ideology. 'All political 
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parties, other than the NSDAP, were finally outiawed by the Illw 
of 14th  1933. Their property was confiscated. Starting in 
February 1933, thousands of political leaders and prominent 
supporters of other parties were murdered or thrown into con-
centration camps. The defendants LAMMEltS, STUCKART, and 
MEISSNER partiCipated in legislative measures for the effectua-
tion of these persecutions. The defendant SCHWERIN-KROSIGK. 
as head of the Reich Treasury, supported the program of persecu-
tionby financing budgets for the establishment and management 
of the SS alld of the concentration camps, and accepted the con-
fiscated assets of the political persecutees into the Reich Treasury. 
The defendant DIETRICH, through his press and propaganda 
organs, conditioned public opinion for the persecution of those 
designated as political enemies. The other  named in 
this Count participated, in their spheres of jurisdiction in the 
persecution. of non-Nazi civil servants, for example, the defend-
ant STUCKART, in the field of teaching and education and in the 
administration of the Reich Ministrv of the Interior, and the de-
fendant DIETRICH, by banning non-Nazi publishers, editors, 
joul1l1alists, writers and artists from their professions. 

32. Before the  government took control, organized labor 
held a well-established and influential position in Germany. Most 
of the trade unions of Germany were joined together in two large 
cOngresses Or federations, the Free Trade Unions and the Christian 
Trade Unions.. The Nazi government, viewing German trade 
unionism as incompatible with their objectives, dissolved the trade 
unions, murdered union leaders, threw them into concentration 
camps, or otherwise mistreated them, and confiscated union funds 
and their property. The defendant SCHWERIN-KROSIGK finan-
ced institutions and personnel engaged in the commission of these 
persecutions, the defendant LAMMERS coordinated administrative 
measures at .the highest level, and the other defendants partic-
ipated in their respective spheres of jurisdiction. 

33. The persecution of the Christian churches, their clergy an.d 
religi"ous orders, and of prominent Christian leaders among the 
laily, started immediately after the National Socialist government 
came into power. The defendants LAMMERS and STUCKART. 
were connected with legislative and administrative measures 
promoting religious persecution such ,as confiscating church prop-
erty and suppressing religious orders and religious youth organi-
zations. The defendant SCHWERIN-KROSIGK acoepted into  
EeichTreasury funds from confiscated church and religious prop-
erty. (4tJlolic ,andProtestag.t 'Clergy, and promine.nt CQ.W:cl.l 



leaders among the'laity were mistreated and thrown into  
c.entraHon. ·camps,· The defendants LAMMERS and STUCKART 
partieipated in the formulation of legal" pretexts for these per-
seoutions, . The .defendant DIETRICH through his J?Eess and 
propaganda organs,publicized these pretex ts and banneareligious 
magazines. Whenever protests ,,'ere lodged in connection with 
these pers'ecutions, the defendants WEIZSAECKERand WOER-
MANN, by  deceptions, misrepresented and concealed 
the prevailing terror, thu!, paving the way for the continuation 
and intensification of the persecution of the ehurchmen. . 
.. 34. Immediately after the Hitler Government came into power 

on. 30 January 1933, the anti-Jewish policy of the NSDAP was 
pur into effect. . This policy was based upon Point 4 of the pro-
gram of the NSDAP, which declared "only a member of the race 
can be' ,a citizen. A member of the race can only be one who 

 of German blood, without consideration of creed. Consequently 
no Jew .can be a member of the Dace." Furthermore the policy 
was based on the doctrine of the NSDAP that Jews are sub-human 
beings, as proclaimed by the press and propaganda organs of the 

 under the· control land  of the defendant 
DIETRICH and as proclaimed by the defendant DARRE, who 
advocated' the elimination of the Jews in numerous books and 
speeches. The effectuation of this program started early in 1933 
witll'beatings and mrests of Gei'mans of Jewish extraction. The 
nexfstop was' a boycott of Jewish enterprises on 1 April 1933. The. 
Central. Committee for this boycott was headed by Streicher and 
inchided'the defendant DARRE. Beginning 7 April [g33, legis-
lative, adminiSitrative and police measures were enacted  
iiigGermans of Jewish extraction of every conceivable right and 
economic position that they might have had as German citizens 
or even as human beings. Germans of Jewish extraction were 
barred from the professions, including law, medicine, teaching, 
writing, and the arts and sci'ences; from all public service, national, 
state and local; and from the universities and other educational 
institutions.Tue defendants LAMMERS, STUCKART, MEISSNER; 
mETRICH, BOHLE, DARRE, SCHWERIN - KROSlGK, and, 
KOERNER, participated in the formulation, enactment, and execu-
tion of these measures. The defendant DIETRICH had jurisdic-
tion in executing these measures in the field of writing, journalism, 
and the press; the defendant STUCKART supervised the drafting, 
of the executive direCtives for the administration of the Nuri1berg 
I,.aw$. ',' The, other defendants participated in their spheres' of juris-
diction in the ex.ecution and tadJniniiStra,tion of these !.:;lw,s, 
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35. As the segregation. of Germans of Jewish extractIon from 
the political, cultura.l and social life of the nation proceeded and 
was intensified, the defendants, together with  German Gov-
ernment and NSDAP agencies, sought pretexts for the economic 
stripping and impoverishment of their victims. The defendant 
DARRE was responsible for the issuance of an order in December, 
1937, which prohibited all members of the Reich Food Estate 
from  Jewish physicians or lawyers, or from purchas-
ing in Jewish shops. As part of an intimidation campaign, illegal-
arrests, prepared with the cooperation of the internal revenue 
agencies which were under the jurisdiction of the defendant 
SCHWERIN-KROSIGK, were made in the summer of 1938. The 
assassination in Paris of the German Legation Secretary von Rath 
by a Pole of Jewish extraction was seized upon by Reich author-
ities as a pretext for launching a nation-wide program. The Vight 
of 9 to 10 November 1938 unleashed an orgy of arson, destruction, 
niass arrests and murder against Germans of Jewish extraction. 
Synagogues were burned, cem'eteries were desecrated, private 
property'was wantonly destroyed, and many tens of thousands <>f 
petse:lfls were thrown into concentration camps and subjected 
to _ torture' or murdered. The defendant WEIZSAECKER 
delivered a speech in Paris at the funeral of von Rath 
expressing his concurrence with this policy of mass repriSiaf 
by giving ,voice to the anti-Jewish battIecry, "Germany 
Awake". This manufactured pogrom was advertised by the 
press organs' of the defendant DIETRICH as a "spontaneous 
action of the, German masses". A series of governmental measures 
excluding Germans of Jewish extraction from the national 
ecoI:1omy, depriving them without compensation of Iarge portions 
of their  and forcing their emigration as paupers, followed. 
"Legal" measures designed to expropriate and confiscate the 
domestic and-foreign properties of all Germans of Jewis.h extrac-
tion" were inaugurated in an inter":departmental conference held 
on12 November 1938 under the chairmanship of Goering, in which 
the defendants SCHWERIN-KROSIGK, STUCKART and WOER-
Mi\.NN -participated. The defendant BOHLE was immediately 
infonned .about the results of the meeting. Among the measures 
of economic strangulation initiated by and resulting from this. 

""conference was the imposition of a collective fine of one billion 
'marks  against Germans of Jewish extraction, subsequently col-
leete.dunder the direction _of the defendant SCHWE,BIN-
KROSIGK. -It was used for war mobilization purposes by agencies 
of the Four' Year Plan, of which the defendant KOERNER was 
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S€cretary of State. The defendants KEPPLER and VEESEN· 
MAYER participated in the formulation and execution of the 
"ary.aniiation" of lapge, privately-owned industrial enterprises. 
The defendant DARRE ,participated in the issuance of decrees 
compelling the forced sale of agricultural and forest lands owned 
by Germans of Jewish extraction. Members of the Gennan For"" 
eign Office participated in the enforced seizure of propertie& and 
the blocking of accounts of German' nationals of Jewish extrac-
tion located abroad, and the Foreign Orgallizatlonof the NSDAP 
under the supervision of the defendant BOHLE, by pressure, in-
timidation and biackmail, compelled the elimination of all 
Aryans" from German-owned and controlled enterprises abrOad 
and further attempted to secure partial payment of the afore-
mentioned collective fine from these German nationals. Further, 
the defendants WEIZSAECKER and BOHLE participated in the 
fOl'illulation and execution of the plan to force German nationals 
of J'ewish extraction to emigrate from the Reich in an impover-
ished condition. The defendant SCHWERIN-KROSIGK devised 
tax pretexts to extort from the emigrants their fortunes. Homes 
of the expropriated were assigned bv his aeparLment to niany 
officials of the Reich and the NSDAP. among them the defend- . 
ants WEIZSAECKER and ERD'MANNSDORFF. 

36. The defendant KEPPLER was a founder and the defendant 
RASCHE was an active member of a group known as the "Circle 
of Friends"'of Himmler, which, throughout the period of the'Third 
Reich, worked closely with the SS, met frequently and regularly 
with its leaders, aI1d furnished aid, advice and support to the SS, 
financial and otherwise, with knowledge that the SS was engaged 
in various criminal activities including the persecution of Jews 
and the administration of concentration camps where persons 
deemed undesirable on, political, racial and religious grounds 
were confined, ip-treated and murdered. ,This organization was 
composed of about thirty German business and financial leaders, 
and' a number. of SS leaders. including Heinrich Himmler, head 
of the entire SS from 1929 to 1945; Karl Wolff, Himmler's 
Adjutant: Oswald Pohl, Chief of the SS' Main Economic and 
Administrative Department; Otto Ohlendorf,' a leading official of 
the SS Main State Security Department; and Wolfram Sievers, 
j\ranager of the Ahnenerbe Society and Director of its Institute 
for Military Scientific Research. rrhe Circle made regular annual 
contributions of about one million marks to Himmler to aid in 
financing the activities of the SS. The defendant RASCHE made 
and procured contributions by the Dresdner Bank to the SS 
through the Circle, aggregating at least fifty thousand marks 
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almually for many years and was instrumental .in .. having the 
monies contributed· to the SS through the Circle deposited ina 
spepial account at the Dresdner Bank. The defendant RASCHE, 
through his positiOIl and influence in the Dresdner Bank, also 
participated in various other ways in the persecution .program 
of •the Third Reich. During the period here involved, .·.the-de:-
fendant RASCHE sponsored, supported and  
by the Dresdner Bank, widely known as the "SS- Bank"; ;to-the 
SS and its agencies and other organizations, including the -Reich 
Security Main Office (RSHA) and the Security Police andSD, 
which played significant roles in the persecution of the' Jewsan.(l 
the detention of political prisoners in concentrationca:mps. The 
defendantDARRE also sponsored and supported the program; of 
,Jewish persecution which was coJituctedby the  Evert before 
the establishment of the Third Reich, he assisted in the creation 
of the "Main 'Race and' Settlement Office of the SS" and  
-after, as head of that office and otherwise, he participated in: the 

 training of the SS. The defendant RASCHE was party 
to dismissal by the'Dresdner Bank of Jewi'sh officials and employ-
eespursuant -to the policy of the Third Reich directed towards 
complete exclusion of Jews from German life and he was a  
ticipant in so-called arvanization transactions and activities" of 
the Dresdner Bank which weve carried out as a part of this same 
policy. 

VIOLATION OF LAW 

37. The acts and conduct of the defendants set forth in this 
Count were committed unlawfully, wilfully, and knowingly and 
constitute violations of international conventions, of the general 
principles of criminal law a derived from the criminal laws of 
all civilized nations, of the internal penal laws of the countries 
in which suoh crimes were committed, and of Article II of Control 
CoUncil Law No. to. 



COUNT FIVE 

WAR CRIMES AND CRIMES AGAINST' HUMANITY: 
ATROCITIES AND OFFENSES COMMITTED AGA1NST' 

CIVILIAN POPULATIONS 

38. The detendants WEIZSAECKER, STEENGRACHT, KEPP-
LER, BOHLE, WOERMANN, RITTER, ERDMANNSDORFF, 
"VEESENMAYER, LAMMERS, STUCKART, DARRE, MEISSNER,. 
DIETRICH, BERGER, SCHELLENBERG, SCHWERIN-KROSIGK, 
RASCHE, KEHRL, andPUHL, with divers other persons, during 
the period from March 1938 to May 1945, committed War Crimes 
and Crimes against Humanity, as defined by Article IIofCohtrol 
Council Law No. 10, in that they participated in atrocities and. 
offenses, including murder, extermination, enslavement,deporta:.. 
tion,imprisonment, killing of hostages, torture, persecutions·· oIi 
political, racial and religious grounds, and other inhumane and· 
criminal acts against German nationals and members of· the 
civilian populations of countries and territories under the'bellig.; 
erent occupation of, or otherwise controlled by Germany, pluI1der 
of public and private property, wanton destruction of .cities,. 
towns and villages. and devastation not ,Justified by military 
necessitv. The defendants committed War Crimes and Crimes 
against Humanitv. in that thev were principals in, accessories to, 
ordered. abetted. took a consenting part in, were connected with 
plans and enterprises involving. and were members of organiza.;. 
tionsand groups connected with, the commission of WarCriines 
and Crimes against Humanity. 

39. The Third Reich  upon a systematic program· of 
genocide. aimed at the destruction of nations and ethnic' 'groups 
within the German sphere of influence. in part by murderous 
exter'mination. and in part by elimination and suppression Of 
nation:'!.l characteristics. The object of this program Was to 
strengthen the German nation and the alleged R Arvan" race at 
the  of such other nations and groups. bv imposing Nazi 
and German chamderistics uJ)on individmlls selected therefrom 
(such inmosition heing hereinafter called "Germanization") and 
by the extermination of "tmdesir::tble racial  de-
ferulantll created, formulated., rinddh"Seminate<l inflammatory 
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teachings which Incited the Germans to the ,active persecution of 
;Ipolitical and racial undesirables". In l§peeches, articles, news 
releases, and othen publications, it was constantly reiterated that 
those groups were germs, pests, and subhumans who must be 
destroyed. 

.40. Portions of the civilian populations of occupied countries, 
especia1ly in Poland and the occupied Eastern territories, were 
compelled by force to evacuate. their homesteads, which were 
sequestered and confiscated by the Third Reich; their properties, 
real and personal, were treated as revenue of the Reich; and 80-
caned "ethnic" Germans (Volksdeutsche) were resettled on :mch 
lands. Concurrent with the invasion of Poland, the defendant 
LAMMERS participated in the formulatiofl of a program for 11ie 
strengthening of Germanism in Poland which outlined the task 
of resettling German nationals and racial Germ'ans in this con-
quered territory and the elimination of "non-Aryans". A Fuehrer 
decree signed by the -defendant LAMMERS was issued on 7 October 
1939, laying the foundation for the consolidation of the territory 
"for "Gennanization". The defendant STUCKART prepared orders 
and issued. instructions on Germanization and cooperated closely 
with the SS Main Race and Settlement Office (RuSHA). Special 
sections in the Ministry of Food and Agriculture, wliich super-
vised the administration of the sequestered agricultural properties, 
were established by the defendant DARRE. Agencies created by 
the Ministry of Food and A,griculture and the Reich Food Estate 
participated lactivelyin selecting German settlers, arranging trans-
port, aiding actual settlement and securing deliveries of agricul-
tural produ,cts from these prooerties to Germanv. Germ::tn racial 
registers were estabHshed and legislation enacted defining these 
classes of "ethnic Germans" and other nationals of or.cllpied terri-
tories and the pupoet and satellite governments eligible for Ger-
manization, and subsequent acquisition. in some instances. of Ger-
man citizenship was compelled. Individuals who were forced to 
accept such citizenship or upon whom such citizenship was con-
ferred by decree became amenable to military conscription,ser-
yice in -the armed forces, and other obligations of citi7.p l1ship. 
Failure to fulfill these obligations resulted in imprisonment- or 
death; the forced Germanization constituted the hasis for such 
punishment. Those  of persons deemed ineligible and those 
individuals that refused Germanization were deported to forced 
-labor, confined in concentration oamps, and in many instances 
liquidated. The defendants WEIZSAECKER, WOERMANN, 
BOHLE, RITTER, ERDMANNSDORFF;and STUGKARTi,secured 
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the. evacuatIon of German nationals and racial Germans from the 
puppet and satellite governments through negotiations, treaties, 

  arrangemellls made by them and their field represent-
atives m order that they be resettled in the incorporated and 
occupied territories. . 

41. In the occupied territories the use of judicial mechanisms 
,-vas a powerful weapon for the suppressIOn and extennmatIOn of 
all opponents of the  occupatIOn and for the persecutIOn and 
extermmatIOn of "races". SpecIal police tribunals and other sum-
mary courts were created m Germany and in the occupied tel'.., 
ritorIes, which subject'ed civilians of these occupIed countries. to 
criminal abuse, and denial of j1fdicial and penal process. Special 
legislation was enacted providmg summary trial by  special 
courts and invoking the death penalty or imprisornnent in con- . 
centration camps for 'all members of the civilian population of the 
occupied territories suspected of opposing any of the policies of 
the German ocoupation authorities. The defendant LAMMERS 
directed policy concerning these judicial measures of "extermina-
tion" through the Ministry of Justice in cooperation with Bormann 
aJnd Himmler. Under the Night and Fog Decree (Nacht-und-
Nebel-Erlass), persons who conunitted offenses against the Reich 
or the German forces in the occupied territories, except where the 
death sent'ence was certain, were handed over t(j the  and taken 
secretly to Germany for trial and punishment, without notification 
to their rel1atives of the disposition of the case. By virtue of special 
legislation and authorization, certain classes of civilians in the 
occupied territories, deemed politically, racially,' or religiously. 
undesirable, if suspected of having committed a crime, were 
deprived of all legal remedy and turned over to the Gestapo for 
summary treatment. Pleas of clemency were filed with and 
reviewed by the def,endant MEISSNER, prior to their submission 
to Hitler. The purpose of the aforesaid measures was to create 
a reign of judicial terror in the occupied countries in order to 
SUppl'CSS all resistance and exterminate undesirable elements. 
" 42.Jn  of the.  Reich's  of  

hon" of the occupIed terntorIes through terrorism, the arrest, 
imprisonment, deportation and murder of so-called hostfi.ges was 
effected. Jews, alleged Communists, "asocials", and other innocent 
members of the civilian popubtion of the occupied countries not 
connected with any acts against the occupying power were taken 
as hostages and, without benefit of investigation or trial, were 
summarily deported, hanged, or shot. These innocent victims were 
executed or deported at arbitrarily established ratios for attacks 



by person or persons unknown on German installations and Ger-
man personnel in the occupied territories. In many cases the 
recommendation and approval of the German Foreign Office, with 
the participation of the defendants WEIZSAECKER, STEEN-
GRACHT, BOHLE, WOERMANN, RITTER, ERDMANNSDORFF, 
land their representatives, was required prior to the execution of 
these measureS and the necessary diplomatic "cover-up" was 
effected to conceal the nature of these crimes. 

43. Recruitment drives were conducted in the occupied terri-
tories. and the puppet and satellite governments within the Ger-
l1lan· sphere of inUuence by the defendant BERGER. 55 units 
were organized in these countrie$. and SS recruits were obtained, 
9ften by compulsion, from among prisoners of war and the 
nationals of these countries. Through coercive methods, politicarI 
measures and propaganda, these recruits and conscriptees were 
assigned to Waffen 5S military divisions, the administration of 
the SS concentration c'amp system, specially-constituteapenal 
battJalions (such as the notorious Dirlewanger Sonderkommando) 
and other SS and police units. These units engaged in the com-
mission of atrocities and offenses against the civilian populations 
of occupied and satellite countries, and the defendant BERGER 
formul'ated and disseminated inflammatory doctrines inciting these 
arid  units to commit such crimes. . 

44. Simultaneously with German aggressive expansion, the anti-
Jewish activities of the defendants were extended to the incor-
porated, occupied, and otherwise German-dominated countries. 
Deprivation of civil rights and expropriation of the property of 
AJUstrian, Czechoslovakian, Polish and other nationals of Jewish 
extraction were initiated by the defendants immediately after 
annexation or occupation of, the country. The defendant 
STUCKART supervised the drafting of legislative acts and the 
other defendants collaborated, in their respective governmental 
spheres, in the execution of this program, in the course of which 
tens of thousands of foreign nationals of Jewish extraction were 
thrown into .concentration camps and tortured, and many oX them 
were murdered. The defendant BERGER furnished SS pefsonnel 
to staff these camps. The defendant DARRE supervised a food 
rationing program under which Jews were excluded from distribu-
tions of vital food, and thereby weakened and exposed to. sick-
ness aild death. The defendant' WEIZSAECKER participated in 
appropriiating German Foreign Office funds for pogroms in 
Lithuania. 
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 ahove-tnentioned inhumane acts were followed by 
barbarous mass killings of people of Jewish extvaction and other 
foreign nationals in the occupied territories. In May 1941, the 
defendant SCHELLENBERG· drafted the final agreement which 
established special task forces called "Einsatzgruppen" for the 

'purpose of exterminating hundreds of thousapds of men, wQmen 
and children populations regapded as racially "inferior" or "polit-
ically ,undesirable". I Through' the execution of this program, the 
eastern territories, regarded by the defendants as "Lebensraum" 
for  greater Germany, were to be vacafed of all people viewed. as 

, dangerous to plans for German hegemony in the East. Theprog-
ress reports on these killings, regularly submitted to the German 

,Foreign Office by the RSHA and German Foreign Office field 
. representatives, were brought to the attention of the defendants 
WEIZSAECKER, WOERMANN, .and ERDMANNSDORFF, to 
assist in the shaping of political policies for the disposition of 
occupied territories. 

46. A program for the extermination of all surviving European 
Jews was set up by the defendants in the winter of .)941 and 
1942 and organized and systematically carried out during the 
following period. Through the efforts of the defendants DARRE, 
BERGER, DIETRICH and others, the rationale and justification 
for, and the impetus to, mass slaughter were presented to the 
German people. During inter-departmental conferences on the 
"Final Solution, of the Jewish Question", which took place in 
,Berlin on ,20 January 1942, 6 March 1942 and 27 October 1942, 
.the policy and technIques for the "Final SOlution of the Jewish 
Question" were established. The policy-maldng session of ·20 
January 1942 included the state secretaries or representatives of 
the ministries and agencies concerned; the defendant STUCKART 
participated in the conference, the defendant LAMMERS was re-
presented by his Ministerial Director Kritzinger, and the German 
Foreign Office was represented by Under-State Secretary Luther, 
who reported the results of the conference to his State Secretary, 
the defendant WEIZSAECKER, immediately after the conference. 
In the two other conferences, the details were arranged. They 

'were  attended by the representatives of the departments of which 
the defendants were policy makers or leading officials. 

47. The previous program for driving out the Jews as pauper 
emigres was now supplanted by a program for the 'evacuation of 
eleven million European Jews to camps in Eastern Europe for 
ultimate extermination. They were to be transported to those 

'areas in huge labor gangs, and there thef> weak were to be kiiled 

41 



immediately, and the able-bodied worked to death. Closest coop" 
eration .belween the departments 01 WhICh the defendants were 
leading othcIals Was proVIded, with the R;)rtA m charge of the 
actual operations. 

. 48. In the exeoution of this program millions of people of 
Jewish extraction from Austria, Czechoslovakia, 1'01and, France, 
BelgIUm, the Nethenands, Denmark, l'iorway, hungary, tlwgaria, 
Yugoslavia, Roumania, the Balhc Mates, the :::ioviel Ulllon, lireeee, 
Italy, and also from Germany were deported to the Eastern 
extermination areas and murdered accordmg to mter-departmental 
plan. The defendants LAMlVIE<.H.S and :::i,!'LjCKA.H.T were prin-
cipally connected with the formulation of the genocidal policy, 
and' the defendant DIETRICH conditioned public opimon to 
accept this program, by concealing the real nature of the mass 
deportations.. Since by far the greater part of the victims of this 
genocidal program were nationals of puppet and satellitecoun-
tries dominated by the Third Reich, the German Foreign Office 
through . the deferidants WEIZSAECKER, STEENGHACHT, 
KEPPLER, BOHLE, WOERMANN, RITTER, ERDMANNS-
DORFF, and VEESENMAYER and the defendant BERGER, forced 
these governments to deport persons of Jewish extraction within 
their countries to German extermination camps in the East and 
directed and controlled the execution of these measures. The 

 of 1 July 1943. formulated with the participation of the 
defendant STUCKART and oLhers and signed by the defendant 
SCHWERIN-KROSIGK, deprived all Jews in Germany of judicial 
process and authorized the police to punish "all criminal actions 
committed by Jews", and provided for the confiscation of prop-
erty of persons of Jewish extraction by the Reich after their death. 

49. The defendant PUHL, as the leading official of the Reichs-
bank, directed and ,supervised the execuqr,m of an agreement 
between Funk and Hi'll1mler for the receipt, classification, deposit, 
conversion and disposal of properties taken by the SS from 
victims exterminated in concentration camps. These properties, 
totalling millions of Reichsmarks in -value, included, among other 
things, gold teeth and fillings, spectacle frames, rings, jewelry 
and watches. To insure secrecy, the deliveries from the SS were 
credited to a fictitious account and the transaction was giV'en a 
code name. The proceeds were credited to. the account of the 
Reich Treasury under the defendant  

50. The defendants KEPPLER and RASCHE, during the period 
following the initiation by Germany of its invasions and wars of 
aggression, continued their membership and activity in the 
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"elide of Friends" of lIimmiev and furnished aid, advIce and 
support to the 5S through the Circle and otherwise. Early in 
1942, the defendant KEHRL became a member of the Circle and 
thereafter participated actively. in meetings and affairs of the 
Circle. The activities of the SS during this period included parti-
cipation il1 schemes for Germanization of occupied territories 
according"'to the racial principles of the Nazi Party, deportation 
of Jews and other foreign nationals and widespmad murder and 
ill treatment of the civilinn populations of occupied territories. 
The defendant Sf,HWERTN-KROSIGK finan('en the budget of and 

. furnished other fiscal support for the SS. The Dres(Jner Bank, 
with the support and approval of the defendant RASf,HF,. fur-

 suhstantial financial and other assistanee to the SS both 
in Gernumv  in the incorpor,ated and oec"pied territories. The 
defenihmt RASr:HE  sDonsored. supnorted and annroved the 
furnishing of fin!ln"i!ll ::I'nif other  bv the Dresdner Bank 

. to agencies of the Third Reich which wpre ::J"tive in the formula-
tion and exe('ution of the pr02T!lmS' of the Third Rpich for Ger-

 of in('.ornOT'!lfpif territories. rlenortation ::Ind ill treat": 
ment of the civilian ponu}ation of occllpied countries. ann ppr-
secntion of Jpws and other pprsons  r!lc.iallv or politically 
undp.sirahle. The agencies of the ThiyyJ Rpidl. to  
IOllns wpre p1'llrlp hv fhp nrp"rlnor R<ml< in"lllrlen. the Dp"t<:rhe 

 (commonlv known. as DUT), 
established pl1rswmt to in"trllcfiom; of the Rpich Commissioner 
for the Strpnr:rthening of Germ::mi"m amI hpaded bv the dpfend-
ant KFPPLFR The latter particinated adivelv in extending 10 .. 
eOllntrip" whi"h ('arne unne, the ('ontrol of Germanv the policy 
of the Third Rpich to exclnne Jews from nolifieal and ef'()nomic 
life ann was instnmlPnt-al. to!!ethp, wilh thp rlp:fpnrhnt BASr,F/E, 
in annlif'ation of thi" policy to pmnlovpp<; of the Dresdner Bank, 
its branches and affiliates in such countries.' 

VIOLATION OF LAW 
51. The acts and conduct of the def.endants set forth in this 

Count were committed unlawfully, wilfully, and ,knowinglY, and 
constitute violations of international conventions, induding the 
Hague Regulations, 1907. and the Prisoner of War Convention; 
Geneva, 1929; of the laws and oustoms of war; of the general 
principles of criminal law, as derived from the criminal law of 
all civilized nations; of the internal penal laws of the countries 
in which such crimes were committed; and of Article II of Control 
Council Law No. 10. 
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'COUNT SIX 

WAR CRIMES AND CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY: PLUNDER 
AND SPOLIATION 

,52. The defendants WEIZSAECKER, STEENGRACHT, 
KEPPLER, WOERMANN, RITTER, DARRE,LAMMERS, 
STUCKART, MEISSNER, BOHLE, BERGER, KOERNER, 
PLEIGER, KEHRL, RASCHE, and SCHWE1UN-KROSIGK, with 
divers other persons, during the period from March 1938 to May' 
1945, committed War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity as, 
defined in Article II of Control Council Law No. 10, in that they' 
participated in the plunder of public and private property,' 
explci'itation, spoliation and other offenses against property and' 
the civilian economies of countries and territories which came 
under the belligerent occupation of Germany in the course, of its " 
invasions and aggressive wars. The defendants committed" War. 
Crimes and Crimes against HUIlllanity in that they were prin:-
cipals in, accessories to, ordered, abetted. took la consenting part 
In, 'were connected with plans and enterprises involving, and were 
members of organizations or groups connected with, the cQmmis-

,si<'>n of War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity. ' 
53. The countries and territories o<;cupied by Germany were 

exploited for the German war effort in a most ruthless way, 
without consideration of the local economy and in pursuance of 
a deliberate design and policy. These plans, and policies were 
intended not only to strengthen Germany in waging its aggressive 
wars, but also to secure the permanent economic domination by 
Germany of the continent of Europe. The methods employedlo 
exploit the resources of the occupied territories wried from 
c01.!ntry to country. ' In some occupied countries, exploitation waS" 
carried out within the framework of the existing economic struc-
ture and a pretense was maintained of paying for property which' 
was seized. This pretense merely disguised the fact that the raw 
mateI1ials, machinery 'and other goods diverted to Germany were ' 
paid for by the occupied countries themselves, either by the device " 
oLexcessive occupation cost<;or by forced loans in retumfor a 

 balance in a "clearing account"' which was a,' nominal 
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account only. In other occupied countries, economic exploitation 
became deliberate plunder and no pretense of legality was main-

 Agricultural products, raw materials needed by Genn,an 
factories, machine tools, transportation equipment, other finished 
products and foreign securities and holdings of foreign exchange 
were seized and sent to Germany. In all the occupied and incor-
porated territories, there was wholesale plunder of art treasures, 
fumiture, textiles, and other articles. 

54. The defendants charged in this Count participated in the 
formulation and execution of various parts of the aforesaid· plans' 
and programs for the exploitation and spoliation of the occupied 
C0untri'es and territories. The defendants LAMMERS'. and 
STUCKART formulated and signed various decrees authorIzing 
confiscations of property in the occupied countries. They attended -
meetings at which occupation policies were discussed and for-
mulated. received reports concerning the execution of such pol-
icies. and participated in a wide varietv of wavs in the furtherance 
of slIch policies. The German Foreign Office and the defendant 
SCHWERIN-KROSHTK plaved a significant role in establishing 
and carrying out programs for economic exploitation in various' 
occupied coulltries. particubrly in occupied territories in the west. . 
These programs included exaction of excessive occupation in-
derrniHies. est'f1bli<:.hment of so-callf'd "('.lp,f1r i ng acconnts" and the 
transfer to German ownership of industrial participations. and 
foreIgn investments bv me::lns of comp1l1sorv sales. The defend-
ants WEIZSAECKER. WOERMANN. STEENGRAf:HT and RIT-
TER received reports from the representatives of the German 
Foreign Office concerning the planning 'and execution of these 
programs land were participants in such programs. The defendant 
RASCHE directed and supervised activities of the DRESDNER 

.BANK  and its affiliates in occupied western areas involving econ-
omic exploitation, including particularly activities involving 
transfer of control of Dutch enterprises to selected German firms 
through the process oalled "Verflechtung", which was an "inter-
lacing" of Dutch and German Clapital and economic intel"ests. The 
defendant KEHRL drafted and participated in the execution of 
the 'so··caned "Kehrl Plan" for the, exploitation of the textile 
industry in the occupied western territories and otherwise par-
ticipated as Generalreferent in the Reich :Ministry of Economics 
ill the programs for economic exploitation in the occupied terri-
tories. Cnder the Kehrl Plan, complete control was obtained by 
Germans of the existing textile production' in the occupied regions 
cif>Belgium and Northern France,. and enormous quantities of raw 
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materials and .finished products were "'transferred from the 
occupied western territories to Germany. ' 

55. The Nazi· program for exploitation of the agricultural 
resources of the territories occupied by Germany was planned  
e;x.ecuted as to obtain the utmost from the occupied arem,- with 
complete disregard for the needs of the inhabitants. Food in vasf 
quantities was removed from the occupied countries and shipped 
to. Germany by a number of techniques ranging from outright 
seizure to elaborate financial schemes designed to establish a 
pretense of pavment. The foodstuff quotas for occupied areas were 
set bv the Office of the Four Ye::tr Plan. headed by the defendant 
KOERNER and in which defendant DARRE's representative from 
the Ministry of Food and Agrioulture was an active participant. 
The orders for fulfillment 'of these quotas were transmi tted by 
the Ministry of Food and  to the competent officials 
in the occupied areas, with the various agencies directed bv the 
defendant DARRE participating in the acquisition of Hie agricul-
hiral products :Ind in their storage and distribution within Ger-
many. The defendant KOERNER. as Goering's representative for 
the management of the Economic Executive Staff, East. an 

'organization established to  and direct economic spolia-
tion of occupied eastern ter-dtories. was an active particinant in 
the execution of its plans and programs   for nhmder-
ing all industry in and abandoning food-defkit reg;ons. and 
diverting food to r..erman needs from foorl-surplus regions. The 
defendant RASCHE  in furnishing  finan.;. 

. d'al and other assistanre to Reirh agencies involved in the exporta-
tion to Germanv of Polish goods and products, particularly food 
'ilnd agricultural products. 

56. The defendants KEHRL and RASCHE were prominent 
figures in the plunder of public and pxivate property in Czecho-
slovakia. By virtue of powers delegated by Reich Minister of 
Economics Funk, the defendant KEHRL directed and reviewed 
German acquisitions of industrial and financial properties in the 
Sudetenland and the "Protectomte", and he and the defendant 
RASCHE' were specifically empowered by Goering to acquire and 
r,egroup major segments of Czech industry so that they could be 
coordinated effectively with the German war effort. The defend-
ants KEHRL and RASCHE drafted and executed pIans for the 
seizure of control of important Czech coal, .. steel and armament 
properties. With the defendant KEHRL supervising, the defend-
ant RASCHE acted as the sole negotiator for many of the pro-
perties seIected for acquisition, and he was authorized to employ 
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all necessary mea..fisand devices, inciuding the uSe of forced 
expropriations. As a result of the activities of the defendants 
RASCHE and KEHRL, the Hermann Goering Works, largely 
·influenced and controlled by the defendants PLEIGERand 
KOERNER, secured ownership and control of plants and prop-
erties forming the foundation of the industrial life of Czecho-
slovakia. The defendants KEHRL land RASCHE also participated 
in -the transfer of control of major financial institutions in Czecho-
slovakia to Germans. Even before the Munich Pact"was signed, 
the defendant' RASCHE selected the Sudeten branches of the 
Boehmische Escompte Bank (BEB) and the Zivnostenska Bank 
as prime targets in the expansion plans of the Dresdner Bank. 
Immediately after the German Army occupied the Sudeten Region,' 
the defendant RASCHE obtained the consent of the defendant 
KEHRL for exclusive negotiations rights to acquire these branch-
es. The result of negotiations with these Prague banks, conducted 
by the defendant RASCHE, was th'e ,absorption of their Sudeten 
branch banks by the Dresdner Bimk at no cost to itself. There-
aHer, before the seizure of the remainder of Czechoslovakia by 
Germany, the Dresdner Bank, with the approval of the defendant 
KEHRL, planned to gain control of the BEB itself. Immediately 
after the occupation of Bohemia and Moravia, the defendant 
RASCHE obtained the defendant KEHRL's approval for taking 
over the BEB and, without waiting for the formalities of transfer 
to be completed, the Dresdner Bank assumed direction 'of the 
operations of the BEB. The formal change of control was then 
accomplished by writing down the value of exisfing shares and 
issuing new shares, to which the Dresdner Bank subscribed. The 
Dresdner Bank, by the use of .similar techniques, acquired the 
Bank fuel' Handel und Industrie, formerly Laenderbank,' Prague, 
and J;llerged it with the BEB. The defendant RASCHE  
participated in, facilitated and sought advantages from the prq-
gram of aryanization .introduced into countries occupied by Ger- . 
many designed to expel Jews from economic life and involving 
threats, pressure and coercion to force Jews tl} transfer their prop-
erties to Germans.' 

57. The German program for the exploitation and spoliation 
of incorporated and occupied territories Wlas particularly ruthless 
in the, East. The defendant STUCKART was active in the affairs 
of the Main Trustee Office East (Haupttreuhapdstelle Ost), an 
agency prominent in the execution of such progmm in Poland. 
The defendant KEPPLER participated in the exploitation of 
Poland through his position and activity in various spoliation 
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 including the, Deutsche Umsiedlungs-Treuhandgesel1-
schaft, The defendant RASCHE participated in furnishing sub-
stantial financial and ,other assistance to Reich agencies involved 
in the sequestration and confisoation of Polish and Jewish enter-
prises and properties in Poland.. Various defendants, including 
KOERNER, LAMMERS, and STUCKART, assisted in the formula-
tion, even before the attack on the Soviet Union, of the program 
for the fullest exploitation of all Soviet economic resources and 
thereafter. ih the execution of such 1.program. The defendant 
KOERNER, as Deputy to Goering as Plenipotentiary for the Four 
Year Plan, also participated in the formulation - and execution 
of measures under the decree of 29 June 1941 which directed the 
Plenipotentiary for the Four Year Plan to order all measures in 
the newly occupied Eastern Territories which were necessary for 
the utmost exploitation of supplies and  power found 
there, for the benefit of the German. war economy. The defend-
ant BERGER, as liaison officer between Rosenberg, in his capacity 
as Rekh Minister for the Occupied Eastern Territories, and 
Rimmler, was active in the execution of various parts of t!:}e plans 
for spoliation in the East. The defendants SCHWERIN-KROSIGK, 
DARRE, LAMMERS, KOERNER, PLEIGER, STUCKART and 
KEHRL, among other defendants, took part in numerous meet-
iilgS at which exploitation policies were discussed and plans were 
made. The def.endant LAMMERS was present at a conference of 
16 July 19M, at which Hitler stated that the task faced as of 
"cuUiil'g up the giant cake according to our needs, in order to be 
able: first to dominate it, second, to administer it, and third, to 
exploit it." 
'58. As ,a part of the program. of the Third Reich for the 

.exploitation of the Soviet Union, all Soviet property was declared 
to  Marshalled for the National Economy" (Wirt-
schafts-Sondervermoegen) belongIng to the German State. Special 
corporations, called MonopolgeseUschaften of Ostgesellschaften, 
organized for the express purpose of exploiting the specialized 
industrial field, were appointed "trustees" to 0Rerate Soviet in-
dustrial facilities exclusively for the German war economy. The 
defendants PLEIGER and KOERNER, during the period from 
August 1941 to March 1943, were General Manager and Chairman 
of the Verwaltungsrat (Supervisory Boar,d), respectively, of the 
Berg- und Huettenwerke Ost GmbH (commonly referred to as 
BHO), the "trnstee"for the iron, steel and mining industry and 
the main spoliation agency in its field of operations. After March 
1943, the defendant PLEIGER was both General Manager and 
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ChaIrman of -the Verwaltungsnat.The BHO was' responsible, 
among other things, for the exploitation of coal and ore mines, 
the draining off of raw materials from the occupied terdtory; the 
transfer under sponsorships (P.atenschatp of industrial plants. to 
private enterprise for exploitation in the interests of Germany; 
and the dismantling of some Ukrainian plap.ts and shipment of 
the parts to Germany for use in German enterprises. As the 
German war situation worsened, many plants were destroyed, 
and machines, installations, and materials were removed, storcil, 
and distributed by the BHO. The Hermann Goering Works, with 
defendant PLEIGER playing a leading part, engaged in various 
tr,ansactJions in conjunction with the BHO involv1ing the economic 
spoliation of the Soviet Union. The defendant KEHRL was Chair-
man of the Yerwallungsrat of Ostfaser GmbH and its subsidiary 
companies, which were established as "trustees" for the textile 
incj.llstries in the Soviet Union and other occupied Eastern ter-

 The activities of these "tlustees", directed  supervised 
by.the defendant KEHRL, included the taking over and operation 
of hundreds of textile plants, the seizure of enormous quantities 
of raw materials and the exportation to the Reich of seized 
materials ,and pliant production. The necessm'y financing for these 
activities was obtained, in consider,able part, from credits ad-
vanced by the Dresdner Bank and its affiliates, with the support 
and approval of the defendant RASCHE. The defendant KEPP-
LER was a leading figure in the Kontinentale Oel A.G. which 
was designated to exploit the oil resources of the Soviet Union 
and other occupied territories which fell into German hands. 

59. The wholesale seizure of cultural and art treasures and 
other articles extended to all occupied territories and countries. 
The defendant LAMMERS signed and circulated decrees whico. 
authorized seizure and confiscation of such articles in incor-
porated and occupied territories, attended meetings at which 
plans for such seizures were discussed, received reports concern-
ing seizures which had been effected, and::ssisted in a variety 
of ways in the execution of the program which involved plunder 
of museums, libraries and priViate home,s. Tfie defendants "\VEIZ-
SAECKER, WOERMANN and RITTER, in their positions in the 
German Foreign Office, received and acted upon reports relative 
to seizures and looting of cultural and art treasures, the activities 
in the Soviet Union being carried out in part by a special "bat-
talion" which was sent to the East by the German Foreign Office 
to seize and send to Germany objects of cultural and historical 
value. The defendant BERGER, as Chief of the Political Direct-



big Staff of the Reich Ministry for the OccupIed  Ter-
ritories, assumed charge in 1943 of the Central Office for the 
Collection of Cultrural Objects, established in April 1942 as an 
office of Rosenberg's Einsatzstab within the Ministry for Eastern 
Affairs. The defendant BERGER was an active participant in the 
transfer to Germany. of a vast number of art treasures and other 
articles seized in the East. 

VIOLATION OF LAW 

60. The acts and conduct of the defendants set forth in this 
Count were committed unlawfully, wilfully, and knowingly, and 
constitute violations of international conventions, including the 
Hague Regulations, 1907; of the laws and customs of war; of the 
general principles of criminal lmv as derived from the criminal 
laws of all civilized nations; of the internal penal laws of, the 
countries in which such crimes were committed; and of Article·1I 
of Control Council Law No. to. -



COUNT SEVEN  

WAR CRIMES AND CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY:  
SLAVE LABOR  

61.' The defendants WEIZSAECKER, STEENGRACHT, WOER-
MANN, LAMMERS, STUCKART, ,RITTER, iVEESlENMAYER, 
BERGER, DARRE, KOERNER, PLEIGER, KEHRL, PUHL, and 
RASCHE, with divers other persons,. during the period from 
March 1938 to May 1945, committed Wtar Crimes and Crimes 
against Humanity as defined by Article II of Control Council Law 

  No. 10, in that they participated in enslavement and deportation 
to slave labor on a gigantic scale of members of the civilian 
populations of countries and territories under' the belligerent 
occupation of, or otherwise controlled by, the Thil'd Reich; ,00-, 
slavement of concentration camp inmates inclnding German ,na'-
tionaIs; the use of prisoners of war in war operations and work 
having a direct relation to war operations; and the ill treatment, 
terrorization; torture. and murder of enslaved persons, including 
prisoners of war. Th.e defendants committed War Crimes and 
Grimes against Humanity in that thev were principals in. acces-
sories to. ordered, abetted, took a consenting part in, were con-
nected with plans and enterprises involving. and were members 
of  or  connected with, the commission of War 
Crimes and Crimes against Humanity. 

62. The acts and conduct referred to ahoye were carried out 
as part of the slave labor program of the Third Reieh. which was 
deliiberately and carefullv planned both to  German mil-
itarv power and to weaken the countries land territories occupied 
by Germany. The resourees and needs of the occl1pied countries 
Were compietely disregarded in the execution of these plans and 
enterprises, as were the family honor and ri>ghts of the civilian 
populations involved. In may instJances the work lao;si,gned was 
of a nature which compelled the laborers to assist military opera-
tions against, their own countries; prisoners of war were often 
eompelled to work on prolects directly related to war opemtions. 
At lellst five million workers were deported to Germanv. Other 
inhabitllnts of occupied countries were consnipted and compelled 
to  in their own countries to assist the German war economy. 
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In many cases labor was secured through fmud or 'by drastic. 
and violent methods, among which were included systematic 
impressment in the streets and police invasions of homes. Persons 
deported were transferred under armed guard, often packed in 
trains under cruel and degrading conditions without adequate 
heat,food, clothing or sanitation. Millions of persons, including 
women and children, were subjected to such labor under cruel 
and inhumane conditions inc}uding lack of adeq:mite food or 
decent shelter, which resulted in widespread suffering and many 
deaths. The treatment of slave labor and prisoners of war was 
based on the principle that they should be fed, sheltered and 
treated in such a way as to exploi t them to the' greatest possible 
extent at the lowest expenditure. ' 

63. The defendants charged in this Count participated in the 
program of the German Government, in the planning of the pro-
gram, in effecting deportations, in allocating laborers, and in the 
enslavement and mistreatment of the Laborers iIi the course of 

, their employment. To achieve the Third Reich's goals the close 
cooperation of numerous ministries,agencies and industrial enter-
prises was necessary. The defendant LAMMERS coordinated lhe 
activities of the Vlarious Nazi agencies involved, resolved' their 
jurisdictional disputes, and served as liaison between theseagen-
cies and Hitler. In  capacities' the defendant LAMMERS 
presided' at major conferences on the labor problem where he 
mediated conflicting views and offered his own suggestions to the 
dired administrators of the program, such as Sauckel. ,His in-
fluence in slave labor matters was consistently exercised in the 
direction of the strongest execution of the enslavement pl:ogram. 
On 21 March 1942 the defendant LAMMERS, with Hitler and 
Keitel, signed legislation appointing Sauckel as Plenipotentiary 
Geneml for the Utilization of Labor and directing Sauckel to use 
all aViailable labor including foreign workers and prisoners of 

, war to mobilize stillunreached manpower in Germany and the 
occupied territories. The defendants LAMMERS, STUCKAltT and 
,BERGER participated in the formulation, drafting and issuance 
of laws and decrees which regulated the wages and conditions 
of employment of slave labor, and the defendants LAMMERS and 
STUCKART also determined the respective priorities 6f ,labor 
recruitment drives\ At an impoi'tallt manpower conf'cteIice in 
July 1944, where, with the defendant 'LAMMERS presiding, the 
introduction of mOre ruthless methods of conscriptioliarid 'exploi-
tation - of slave-Labor were discussed, the deferid:Hit STEEN-
GRAC;aT stated that continuous political and diplomatic-pressure 

. . " . ':,'" ". 
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would he maintaiJied on the puppet .arid 'satellite governments 
to secure their maximum cooperation in effecting these measures. 

64. In the planning and executi6n of the slave labor program 
the German Foreign a.ffice was principally responsible for obtain-
ing the consent, by political and diplomatic pressure, coercion and 
intimidation; of satellite governments and others dominated by 
Germany, to the conscription and deportation of workers to Ger-
ma-ny. The defendants WEIZSAECKER, STEENGRACHT, 
WOERMANN, RITTER, and VEESENMAYER, supported and 
effected such transfers and deportations on a large scale.. Their 
participation in the slave labor program. included securing the 
('nactment of compulsory labor law's for occilpied and satellite 
countries, conducting negotiations and bringing pressure upon 
those governments to send workers to Germany, urging' military 
comm::lnders in the occupied territories to fill manpower quotas, 
giving "leg-al" advice and justifications to Gerni1an authorities" 'and 
defending or concealing the character of the labor program from 
the inauiries of neutral Stales aetjng as protecting powers, and 
sanctioned the use of prisoners of war inw'ar operations.. 

65. The defendant BERGER participated in the planning and 
execution of the emlavement and subsequent deportation of the 
civilian population of the occupied Eastern territories to the Reich. 
Militarv ilnd police battalions were l:ecruited by the defendant 
BERGFR forfhe pll rpo"e of effecting' such conscriptions. and 
deportations. Th.p (Ipfend::lnt BEHG-ER. in cooperation with the 
defend'mts LAM1\fPRS  STUCKART participated in the 
executions of plans for the forcible seizure 'and Impressment of 
young persons, without regard for' age, sex or work status,"  
the service of pseudo-milifarv organization, v,ariously known as 
"SS A'irforce Heloers". "SSTrainees". "SS Helpprs". and '''Air-
force Helpers". In the so-raJled"Heu-Aktion", which was apart 
of the same program. thou<:Jands of bovs and girls, ten to fifteen 
years  were conscripted and deported' to the Reirh to work 
in German armament industry. Further,. t\ie mobilization of 
labor of prisoners of war wa" Ot'Q"anized bv the defenrlant BERGER 
in cooperation with PORL. Chief of the SS M,ain: Economic and 
Administrative Department. 

66. The defendant DARRE diI'ected and 'Supervised staffs which 
regulated the entire agrieultUl'al economy of Germany and' guided 
and controlled the individual conduct, of miUions of· G,erman 
farmers and their emplovees, Shortly after the invasion of Poland, 
the defendant DARRE actively sought a million or more Polish 
workers to be used on German farms, and, through his represen-
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, 
t::l.tives in the General Council of the Four Year PLan, brought 
pressure upon Hans Frank, (iovernor Gener;al for OccupiedPolana, 
to have this demand for labor satisfied, suggesting forcible and 
violent measures for "recruitment" where necessary. Deputies of 
t,l:J.e defendant DARRE were dispatched to the Government Gen-
eral to guarantee that the deportations would be carried out 
promptly. During the war years the demands of the defendant 
DARRE were dispatched to the Government General. to guarantee 
that the deportations would be carried out promptlv. During the 
war years the demands of the defendant DARRE fOr more slave 
labor were unremitting and hundreds of thousands of persons 
were deported for the uses of German agriculture. The defendant 
DARRE advocated a most ruthless treatment of slave laborers 
employed bv German faJ1I1ers. in full accordance wHh the racial 
precepts and standards of National Socialism. With full know-
ledge of the actual treatment which was being meted out to slave 
laborers, the defendant DARRE, directlv and through his agen-
cies. protested against leniencY in ,the treatment of these "racial 
enemies". transmitted SS and Nazi Party instructions and warn-
ings to German farmers against hllm::lne feeHnl! toward the slave 
workers. recommended cOrDoral punishment to rlisr.onml!e lfl;r,ine<:s 
or refractorv attitndes. and sul.!!!ested thll.t the fll.cilities of the SS 
and (;estapo be used to maintain good discinline. The defend<tnt 

 was responsihle for the (;prman food rfltioning omgram, 
administered bv the Rpich Food Offices as part of the 'Reich Min-
istrv of Food and Agriculture. Foreign workers and orisoners 
of Wll.,r were givf"n semli-stlarvHtinn rHtion<; nnn,er this nrn<1rAm. 
Within the sl::lve labor !!rOHO further discrimin::ltorv I']A<;<:ifif'::ltion 
along "r::lcial" lines Wfl<; pnforced to t-he detrimeJlt of Poll'S. Jew<;. 
and 'RussiAns, both civilhns and orisoners of war. As a re<:ult 
of this policy, large mlmhprs of foreivn worker<: were starved 
to dell.th. others suffererl Ami rlied from diseH<:es induf'P!r'/ bv nntrl-
tional rlpfil"ii>ncies. Imn others suffered and are suffering from 
permanerttphvsica\impairment. 

, 67. The defendant KOERNER, during the period from Sep-
tember 1939 to May 1945, was permanent deputy ,to Goering as 
General Plenipotentiary of the Four Year Plan, charged with the . 
task of representing Goering in all current activities of the Four 
Year Plan, whicJi, among other things, was concerned with the 
recruitment and allocation of manpower. The defendant KOER-
NER participated activdy in the formulation land execution of 

, the program for forced recruitment, enslavement and exploita-
tion of foreign workers, and the U'se and exploitation of prisoners 
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of war in work related d.irectly to war operations. As  
of the General Council for the Four Year Plan, during the period 
from December 1939 to 1942, the defendant KOERNER dealt 
with questions of labor conscription and allooation, induding 
the use of forced foreign labor. The General Council had. the 
task of planning and supervising the work of Four Year Plan 
Departments, and its influence, under the leadership of the de-
fendant KOERNER, was important in the slave labor program. 
The de£endant KOERNER, during the period from April 1942 to 
April 1945, was a ,member of the Central Planning Board, which 
had supreme authority for the scheduling of production and the 
allocation and development of raw materials in the German war 
economy. The central planning board determined the labor 
requirements of industry, agriculture and all· other sections of 
the German economy and mfrde requisitions for and allocations 
of such l,abor. The defendant KOERNER had full knowledge of 
the illegal manner in which foreign workers were conscripted 
and prisoners of war were utilized to meet such requisitions, and 
of the unlawful and inhumane conditions under which they were 
exploited. He attended the meetings of the Central Planning 
Boal1d, participated in its decisions ,and in the formulation of 
basic policies with reference to the exploitation of such labor. 

.68. The defendant KEHRL, during the period from September 
1943 to May 1945, was Chief of the Planning Office of the Central 
Planning Board and Chief of the Planning Office of the Reich 
Ministry of Armaments and War Production, in which capacities; 
among others, he participated actively in the formulation and 
execution of the slave labor program of the Third Reich. His 
activities included arrangements for, attendance at and participa-
tion in meetings of the Centnal Planning Board; submittal of 
proposed assignments of manpower to industry, agriculture and 

.other sectors of the German economy in the. Board for decision; 
and preparation of the decisions of the Board and supervision 

 their execution. With full knowledge of the nature of the 
slave labor prognam, the defendant KEJ::IRL advocated and par-
ticipated, in numerous measures involving the forced recruitment 
and exploitation of foreign workers, and the use and exploitation 
of pr.isoners of'war in work directly related to war operations. 

69. The defend·ant PLEIGER, during the period from .approx-
imately March 1941 until May ]945, was Cha'irman of the Prae-
sidium (Governing Board) of the Reichsvereinigung Kohle (com-
monly known as the "RVK"), an official agency for the regula-
tion of the entire German coal industry. This organization was 
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given· wide powers by the Government and .exercised importab.,t 
functions with respect to the procurement, allocation, use and 
treatment of slave llabor, including prisoners of war. The influence 
and control which this organization had over a large segment of 
German industry, in which vast numbers of such laborers were 
forced to work, ma.de it an important agency in the formulation 
and administration of the slave labor program. The defendant 
PLEIGER was the dominant figure in the RVK and chief par-
ticipant in the formulation and execution of policies designed to 
procure, enslave and exploit such labor. _As head of the RVK, 
the defendant PLEIGER presented the manpower requirements 
of the coal industry to the Central Planning Board and urged the 
recruitment and allocation of ever-increasing numbers of slave 
laborers to the coal mines. He sought out and recruited foreign 
workers, prisoners of war and concentration camp labor through 
the Third Reich and satellite governments and agencies, the Ger-
man military forces, the 55, and elsewhere. 

70. The' defendants PLEIGER and KOERNER held numerouS 
key positions and were the leading figures in the Hermann 
Goering Works, a vast Reich-owned industrial empire, the activ-
ities of which, <among other things, ranged over nearly every 
branch of mining and heavy industry, and many branches of 
armament production. The Hermann Goering Works used many 
thousands of foreign laborers, prisoners of war and concentration 
camp- inmat'es. In the course of the use of forced labor in enter-
prises of the Hermann Goering Works, the workers were ex-
ploited under inhU:lllan conditions with respect to their personal 
liberty, shelter, food, pay, hours of work, and health. Repressive 
measures were used to force these workers to enter, or remain 
·in, involuntary servitude. Prisoners of \V,ar wer,e used in work 
having a direct relation to war .and in unhealthful and 
dangerous work. The defendants PLEIGER and KOERNER were 
active in recruiting slave labor including prisoners of war for 
these enterprises. The defendant PLEIGER made arrangements 
for joint enterprises between the SS and the Hermann Goering 
Works, involving the use of concentration camps workers in such 
enterprises. 

71. The defendants PUHL and RASCHE were active in financ-
ing e):lterprises which, to their knowledge, were primarily created 
to exploit slave l'abor. Beginning in 1939 the defendant PUHL, 
acting directly, through the instrumentality of the Reichsbank 
and otherwise, conducted negotiations with the SS concerning a 
loan of -eight million Reichsmarks (RK 8,000,000) to the Deutsche 
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Erd und Steinwerke (commonly known as the DEST), an SS 
economic subsidiary which was explicitly designed to utilize con-
centration camp labor for the purposes of the Four Year Plan. 
Upon the recommendation of the defendant PUHL, this loan 
was gmrited by the Golddiskonthank. Thereafter, he further 
flssisted the DEST in securing additional large loans, obtaining 
reductions in interest mtes on /Such loans rand receiving ex-
tensions of time for repayment. The defendanL RASCHE took a 
leading role, in conjunction with Emil Meyer, his colleague in 
the SS, the "Circle of Friends", and the Vorstand of the Dresdner 
Bank, in sponsoring, supporting, approving, and obtaining. 
approval for loans totalling millions of Reichsmarksto enter-
prises which used concentration camp labor on a wide scale and 
under inhumane conditions. The enterprise to which such loans 
were made included numerous indusLries and services maintained 
and operated throughout Germany and the occupied countries by 
the Main Economic and Administrative Department (Wirtschafts-
und Verwaltungshauptamt, commonly known as the WVHA), 
which was a main department of the SS charged with the opera-
tion, maintenance, administration and establishment of concentra-
tion camps.· In many instances the loans were unsecured and in 
other instances secured only by a so-called "dedaration of the 
Reiohsfuehl'er SS". 

VIOLATION OF LAW 

72. The acts and conduct of the defendants set forth in this 
Count were committed unlawfully, wilfully, and kiIlowingly, and 
constitute violations of international conventions, including the 
Hague Regulations, 1907, and the Prisoner of War Convention 
Geneva, 1929; of the laws and customs of war; of the general 
principles of criminal law as derived from the criminal laws of 
all civilized nations; of the internal penal laws of the countries 
in which such crimes were committed; and of Article. II of Con-
trol Council Law No. 10. . 



COUNT EIGHT 

MEMBERSHIP IN CRIMINAL ORGANIZATIONS 

73.. The defendants WEIZSAECKER, KEPPLER, BOHLE, 
WOERMANN, VEESENMAYER, LAMMERS, STUCKART, DARRE, 
DIETRICH, BERGER, SCHELLENBERG, RASCHE, KEHRL, and 
KOERNER, are charged with membership, subsequent to 1  
teinher 1939, in Die Schutzstafrel del' National-sozialistischen 
Deutschen Arbeiterpartei (commonly known as the "5,S"), de-
dared to be criminal by the International Military Tribunal,and 
Paragraph 1 (d) of Art{cle II of Control Council Law No. 10. 
. 74. The defendant SCHELLENBERG is charged with member-

ship, subsequent to 1 September 1939, in the Sicherheitsdienst 
des Reichsfuehrers SS (commonly'known as the "SD"), declared 
to be criminal by the Internat1ional Militarv Tribunal, and Para-
graph 1 (d) of Article II of Control Counri(Law No. 10. . 

75. The defendants BOHLE, DARRE, DIETRICH and KEPP-
LER are charged with membership, subsequent to 1 September 
1939, in categories of the Leadership Corps of the Nazi Party, 
declared to be criminal by the International Military Tribunal, 
and Paragraph 1 (d) of Article II of Control Council Law No. 10. 

'WHEREFORE, this Indictment is filed with the Secretary 
General of the Military Tribunals and the charges herein made 
against the above named defendants are hereby presented to the 
Military Tribunals. 

/Sl  Telford Taylor 
TELFORD TAYLOR 
Brigadier General, USA 
Chief of Counsel for War Crimes 
Acting on Behalf of the 

United States of America. 
Niirnberg, 15 November 1947. 
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